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PREFACE 


DURING the winter of 1913-14, a series of 
sermons were delivered at the Battle Creek, 
Mich., Tabernacle under the general title 
“Why I Am a Seventh-Day Adventist.” The 
following five discourses, which were steno- 
graphically reported, were presented on the 
Sabbath question. At the earnest solicitation 
of friends they are herein reproduced verba- 
tim. These cannot be taken as an exhaustive 
treatise on this important theme, as the time 
limitation each evening prevented such a 
consideration. However, it is the prayer of 
the author that they may at least awaken a 
desire in the mind of the reader to pursue 
the study from the sacred Word until he is 
led into the fulness of saving Truth. 

W. A. WESTWORTH. 


I 
THE SABBATH 


We will take as the starting point of our study the 
fifteenth verse of the third chapter of First Peter: 


“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear.” 


This text is always applicable and fitting, but never 
so much so as when we are called to give a reason for 
the hope that is within us by those who oppose, and 
especially when they are so greatly in the majority as 
is the case in the question under consideration. 


The great majority of Christendom is on one 
side of the question of the Sabbath, while on the other 
side we have Seventh-day Adventists and a few others. 
And it seems to me that if there ever was a time when 
_it was eminently fitting that the child of God should 
have a reason for the hope that is within him, and that 
reason be backed up by the eternal Word, now is the 
time. More than that the Word does not tell us 
to have simply an excuse for our hope. 

The other day while passing through the church, I 
was met by a brother, who showed me a letter that 
had been received by a certain sister who had a short 
time before changed from Roman Catholicism to be a 
member of our church. The argument of the letter 
was this: “You ought to go to the church of your 
early training because ‘it was good enough for your 
father.’” Then the writer said, “I have been asked a 
good many times why I am not a Republican. I ama 
Democrat because my father was a Democrat, and my 
grandfather was a Democrat.” That is an excuse; 
and a good many people have just such an excuse 
for the hope of their salvation. 
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When they are asked why they _keep the first day of 
the week asthe Sabbath they will tell_you “Because 
everybody is doing it; because J was brought u a 
Way”; or “because if it was good enough for my 

f I d 


mother_and my grandmother, it is certainly goo 


enough for mé.*—— 

But thatis not what the Word says. It says: 
“Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
to give an answer to every one that asketh you, a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear.” And so as we study tonight, let us find out, not 
simply what the majority of men may decide concerning 
this subject, and let that be our guide; but let us find 
out what the Word of Eternal truth says, and with 
that as our reason we shall stand. 


Last week we made a study of the Law of God, and 
we found that law to be established in the very char- 
acter of the Most High himself. We found that it was 
God’s great mirror to lead men to a knowledge of sin, 
that they might better understand how for them, Jesus 
Christ is a power to save. And I believe that those 
who study the binding claims of the law will readily 
understand that we take that primarily as the basis of 
the argument on the Sabbath question this evening. 


But before we go into any detailed argument con- 
cerning the Sabbath, I would like to show you, 
beloved, that in our position on the law of God, we 
are in very good company; in fact, ofttimes, when we 
lay before our hearers our reasons for keeping the 
Sabbath, we are met with a great many diverging 
opinions from theologians regarding the obligations of 
the Law of God. I have seen more theological 
acrobats on this one trapeze than on any other subject 
in all the Word. It is marvelous with what agility 
men dodge the claims of God’s law. They believe in 
the first commandment, and the second commandment, 
and _ the third, and the fifth, and the sixth, and the 
eighth, and the ninth and the tenth, just as they read, 
but it certainly is marvelous, the facility with which 
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in some way or other they slip out of the claims 
of the fourth commandment. 

But to show you that we are indeed in good 
company, when we say that the law of. God is to 
be taken. as the standard of righteousness, and that 
it has been made the standard of righteousness, from 
the very beginning, all down through the ages, I will 
read from the fundamental law of some of the prom- 
inent churches. And as I do this, I doitin all kindness. 
I have no argument to raise with others who may 
differ with me. All I can say, or may say, is, that in 
Jesus’ name, study the truth and come back to the 
foundation of the faith once delivered to the saints. I 
grant to every one else the same right to worship God 
as I demand for myself, but as an ambassador of High 
Heaven, appointed by Him to make known the Way, 
the Life, and the Truth, I must fearlessly set forth 
what I believe to be the truth; so while what we read 
and what we produce here is not to be considered as a 
final argument on this question—at the same time, 
what is said is all true, all good, though not authority. 
We can only go to the blessed Word. I am not quot- 
ing these to substantiate the position I take, but in tak- 
ing the position that I do, I simply show that we are 
in complete harmony with the foundation principles of 
the leading orthodox churches of the time on the 
binding claims of God’s law. 

Perhaps we will quote first from our Presbyterian 
brethren: The Presbyterian Confession of Faith, 
pages 243 to 246, edition of 1833, says: 

“The moral law is of all use to all men, to 
inform them of the holy nature and will of God, 
and of their duty, binding them to walk accord- 
ingly. The moral law is summarily compre- 
hended in the Ten Commandments which were 
delivered by the Voice of God upon Mount Sinai, 
and written by Him on two tables of stone.” 


That is good Seventh-day Adventist doctrine, and I 
can but advise our good Presbyterian friends, if they 
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want to be good Presbyterians and live according to 
the foundation laws of the church, to take this just as 
it says, and you will be close to the truth. 

. Alexander Campbell, the founder of the Disciple or 
the Christian Church, says : 

“God’s ten words, not only in the Old Testa- 
ment, but in all Revelation, are the most emphat- 
ically regarded as the synopsis of all religion and 
morality.” 

Then, in order to be a good Disciple, according 
to the founder of the Church, you will have to keep 
the Sabbath, won’t you? 

Now, let us go to our friends, the Methodists. I 
want to read from the catechism, edition of 1866, 
number two, pages 38, 43 and Cat. No. 1, p. 18, 
ed. 1884. 


ee 


. What does God require of man?” 
“A. Obedience to his revealed will.” 
. What is the rule of our obedience ?” 
“A. The moral law.” 
. Where is the moral law given ?” 
“A. In the Ten Commandments.” 
“Q. Are all Christians under obligation to keep 
the law ?” 
“A. Yes. 


And right on that point I might quote from Bishop 
Haven, one of the leading bishops of the M. E. 
Church: 


“Now our faith is, that the whole of the deca- 
logue is binding upon all men.” 

Then in order to be a good Methodist, what must 
you do? Keep the law. 

Now we will turn to our Baptist friends, and let me 
read from the Baptist Church Directory, pp. 167, 
168, ed. 1877: 

“We believe that the Scriptures teach that the 

Lord God is the Eternal and Unchangeable Rule _ 

of his moral government, and that the inability 


THE SABBATH 9 


which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill 
its precepts arises entirely from their love of sin, 
to deliver them from which, and to restore them 
through a Mediator to unfeigned obedience to the 
Holy Law, is the one great end of the Gospel.” 

I turn now to Luther’s Shorter Catechism, page 16, 
’ ed. 1834: : 

aes Are we under obligation to keep the moral 

aw t ”» » 

“A. Yes; because it is founded on the nature 
of God and cannot be changed. It is of universal 
application, which was impossible with respect to 
the ceremonial and civil laws. Christ demands 
obedience to his law.” 

Now just a word further from John Wesley. In 
Christian Perfection, pp. 45, 46, he says: 

“Beware of antinomianism, making void the 
law, or any part of it, through faith. Let this be 
our voice, ‘I prize thy commandments above gold 
or precious stones. Oh, what love have I unto 
thy law! All the day long is my study of it.’ 
Beware of antinomian books. They contain many 
excellent claims, and this makes them the more 
dangerous. Oh, be warned in time! Do not play 
with fire; do not put your hand upon the hole of 
a cockatrice’s den.” 

And now I will close this line with a reference 
to the church in which I was brought up, the Episco- 
palian. And I! will say this was the greatest means to 
lead me to the place that I now occupy with relation 
to this commandment. Those of you who have 
attended that church will remember that every morn- 
ing at the morning service the minister reads the 
commandments, just as they are found there in the 
twentieth chapter of Exodus, word for word. After 
he reads the first commandment, the congregation 
repeats: 

“Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our 
hearts to keep this law.” 
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Then he reads the second and the third, and then 
the fourth commandment : 


“The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord, 
thy God, Remember that day to keep it holy.” 

And the congregation answer: 

“Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our 
hearts to keep this law.” 

And then he reads the fifth, and the sixth, the 
seventh and the eighth, the ninth and the tenth 
commandment. And after each one of them, the 
congregation repeats this same thing, and then, after 
all, the congregation says: 


“Lord have mercy upon us and write all these 
laws in our hearts, we beseech thee.” 


So, beloved all we can say to these dear friends, and 
to any others, is that the law of God is eternal and 
unchangeable, just as these good and great men have 
said, but I will say in the language of Scripture, “Be 
ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves.” God tells us to do it, and let us all 
remember these Scriptures: “If any man says that he 
knows God and keepeth not his commandments, he 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him”; and “This is the 
love of God that we keep his commandments, and his 
commandments are not grievous.” So you see how 
absolutely necessary it is for our lives to always be in 
harmony with our profession. 

To all this Christendom says, “Amen,” but in 
practise reject the fourth. Then when I commence to 
talk, Iam met with the objection, “Oh, this is a yoke 
of bondage; the ceremonial law has passed away; 
why don’t you get circumcised, and kill men for 
picking up sticks on the Sabbath, and all that, if you 
are going to stick by that old law?” 

But, friends, I want to study the Sabbath question 
for the purpose of learning what it is. Nestled there 
in the very heart of the decalogue, our Heavenly 
Father has placed the Sabbath. Here he tells us, as 
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the days pass by, and the years roll on, that he wants 
his people to keep the Sabbath. I want to find out 
why he puts “Remember” at the beginning of that 
commandment. And while we are talking on this, I 
want you to look deeply in your own souls and see if 
you can find a reasonable answer to this question: 
*: “Why is it that when God says ‘Femember’ before the 
fourth commandment, that this is the only Command- 
ment of the whole decalogue that all Christendom is 
forgetting? 2” “He didn’t say, “Remember to commit no 
murder,” or “Remember and do not steal.” “But 
there is rae at I want you to remember” 
—and I say, beloved that the enemy of souls has 
gotten at men so that they are combining to trample 
underfoot the one commandment that God has said to 
“Remember,” and there is a reason for it all. 


As we study what the Sabbath day stands for, we 
will discover that if the great enemy of souls can 
make men forget and overthrow this command, he 
will accomplish much for the battle that is raging 
between Christ and Satan. 

We are told that the Sabbath day is a relic of 
Judaism; some will even admit that it goes back 
to creation; but we are told that Sunday is the Lord’s 
day; that it supersedes the seventh day Sabbath 
because it tells of something higher, nobler, mightier ; 
something more ich ; that it brings greater power to 
the child of God. | But as we study this Sabbath 
question in the light of what God says of it, I believe 
that you will find that there is a reason for his telling 
his children to “Remember” it. 

The first position I will take is that the Sabbath 
stands as God’s sign, the divine token, for everything 
moral that God ever did for mankind, or ever will do 
(that is, mankind ir a,fallen condition). And I will 
sum up all the worx of God for man under three 
heads : 

The first thing that God did for mankind, the first 
great work ever done by God for man was to bring 
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-him into existence ; and when He made man, He said 
man was very good; he was upright; in God’s own 
image. He was surrounded with opportunities for 
developing righteousness and was given every chance 
that a good God could give to man. That is the first 
thing. 

But man fell; man sinned, came short of the glory 
of God, and before God could give him a place in his 
eternal kingdom, he had to be restored again; had to 
be delivered from sin. So I say the second step in 


God’s work for mankind is deliverance from sin, and — 


that includes Jesus Christ and the great sacrifice 
of Calvary’s Height; all the manifestation of God’s 
infinite love. 

The third thing that our Father is. doing for his 
children is to sanctify them, bringing them to his own 
image again, so that they will be fitted for a place 
with Him throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

I say that is all there is in God’s plan for mankind, 
because it bridges over the long dark nights of sin, and 
when that work has been accomplished, when it has 
reached its maturity and God’s people have been 
created, delivered from sin, and sanctified, with all the 
ransomed ones, we will be gathered around His throne 
to sing His praise in a world without end. 

Now, I made the statement that the Sabbath stands 
for all that God ever did for man. Listen closely and 
see whether the Word does not substantiate everything 
that I have claimed for the Sabbath; and if we can 
show from God’s Word that the Sabbath stands for 
creation, deliverance, and sanctification, then I think 
you will understand that the Sabbath stands preemi- 
nently as a sign of the greatest moral power that this 
universe knows. 

First, the Sabbath stands for creative power. I do 
not have to stop very long onthat. The Scripture, 
the fourth commandment, which we will take as the 
basis of that argument, is well known to you. We 
read in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, beginning 
with the eighth verse: “Remember the Sabbath day to 
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keep \ it holy.” It doesn’t say to/ hake it holy, .A.. 
4 “great 1 many think that keeping it, resting on that day, 
makes it holy; but stopping work and going to church 
never made anything holy. God is the only one that 
can make anything holy. There is only one day that 
He ever did make holy, and that is the Sabbath day, 

~ and He said, “Keep it holy,” not “Make it holy.” Our 
place is to do as He says. | “Six days shalt thou labor 
and do all thy work, but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gates, for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day,—WHERE- 
FORE, | the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed 
ioe oe 

Wherefore, for this reason, because God did speak 
and it was done; because He commanded and it stood 
fast—He himself says The Sabbath is given that man 
may remember that God did this. 

But, beloved, if the Sabbath simply points me back 
to God’s creative power six thousand years ago, it 
simply becomes a historical token, a little memento, 
handed down, that carries me back in ancient history 
to something that God did; But I can not believe that 
our Heavenly Father wants me to put aside one day 
in. seven simply to commemorate an act of His 
performed six thousand years ago. But the Sabbath 
comes to me, as a witness to me, that God is the 
creative power, not only six thousand years ago, but 
far more than that, it comes as a witness of God’s 
creative power today. And when we speak of Him 
that made heaven and earth, it tells me that He is the 
one to whom I must look, as the author of my own 
creation. 

You remember Paul, on Mars’ Hill, and the Areopa- 
gus. The multitude had gathered about him, and 
around him were the Athenians who had come to 
listen to what “this babbler” had to say. Notice how 
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adroitly he goes at it: “Ye men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I 
passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inscription, To the unknown God. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I unto 
you. God that made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands; neither is worshipped 
with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, see- 
ing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 
and hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on the face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after Him, and find Him, though he be 
not far from every one of us.” 


Notice the ingenuity of Paul’s argument. He starts 
with the idea that God is the Lord that made the 
world and all things, and is, therefore, the Lord of 
heaven and earth. In this, he practically quotes the 
fourth commandment. Then he goes on to say, that 
if He makes everything, if He made of one blood all 
nations of men, then He is not far from every one of 
us; indeed he says, “For in Him we live, and move, 
and have our being.” He is the God that made the 
world; He is the one that made us, the air we breathe 
comes from Him, the light we enjoy God gives, so all 
that I am, and all that I can be, is His. And since he 
made me, He is my God, I am His child. He argues 
from the general down to the particular, so while the 
Sabbath is the sign of creation, it is more to me than 
a mere token of His creative power six thousand years 
ago; it means more to me than something that He 
wound up and set going centuries in the past; it 
means that He sustains me; I have my being in Him; 
His power controls me and therefore I render to Him 
His own. The Sabbath is more than a sign of some- 
thing that points away back there to creation’s week 
—it is He in me keeping me alive, givin? me power of 
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mind and body that I may serve Him through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Second, the Sabbath is the sign of God’s power to 
deliver. We will turn to the scripture that tells us 
that. You will find it in the book of Deuteronomy, 
fifth chapter. Moses is recounting God’s goodness to 
~ His children. He told them how God had delivered 
them from the bondage of Egypt’s dark day, and after 
they were delivered, Moses takes them step by step 
until they come to Sinai, and this fifth chapter 
rehearses the ten commandments. We come to the 
fourth commandment: “Keep the Sabbath day. Six 
days shalt thou labor and do all thy work, but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, and 
remember that thou wast a servant in the land of 
Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out 
thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out 
arm; therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to 
keep the Sabbath day.” That is plain. 

Once I had a man, who was somewhat of a theo- 
logian, say to me, “Don’t you know that this Saturday 
business is not for us at all?” “I don’t know that,” I 
said. “And don’t you know that the Bible distinctly 
says that it was for the Jews?” “I don’t know that,” 
I said. “And don’t you know that God gave that 
because he brought people out of Egypt? Then why 
are you keeping it?” I answered “Because I am out 
of Egypt; that is all.” God did give it because he 
he brought his people out of Egypt. How narrow 
that man, to think that God has this world marked up 
in little bits of lines like we have in our geography. 
From the standpoint of the spiritual, from the 
standpoint of God, Egypt is not a location; it is 
not some little spot in geography; it is a con- 
dition, and not a location. And JI will read that very 
plainly over here in the book of Revelation. The 
Lord tells us so in so many words. Eleventh chapter, 
eighth verse. “And all their bodies shall lie in the 
street of the great city which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.” 
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Was the Lord crucified in Sodom geographically ? 
He was not crucified either in Sodom, or in Egypt, but 
spiritually the powers of darkness got hold of Him 
and because sin ruled, Jesus, your Saviour and mine, 
was crucified, and so He says there in Sodom, in 
Egypt, was the Lord crucified. 

I say, then, that Egypt is not a location, but a 
condition. And the reason why God by a mighty 
hand and a stretched out arm delivered Israel away 
back there, was because Egypt would not let its 
people worship Him. They wanted to worship 
God; they wanted to obey God, but Egypt, by 
Pharaoh, said, “No sir, you can not do it; you are 
lazy; you shall serve us; it is all an excuse,” and he 
would not believe, and because he would not let them 
worship God in simplicity and in truth, God had 
to bring them out of that condition so that they could 
worship Him. 

Now he says, “Remember that I brought you out of 
Egypt. Therefore, keep the Sabbath.” Why? “Be- 
cause the Sabbath is a sign that I did exert my power 
to bring you out of a condition of sin so that you 
could worship me in spirit and in truth.” And so, 
beloved, I say that the Sabbath comes to us as a sign 
of deliverance from sin, and I am glad that I have a 
reason for the hope that is within me. That Sabbath 
tells me that the God that made heaven and the earth, 
away back there, is also at work to save me from sin. 
I am glad that I do not have to trust in the law of the 
land to make me a Christian. I am glad that I can 
look to a power that can make a man and that can 
save aman. Iam glad that the power that brought 
me into existence has set himself to clean me up from 
the bondage of Satan. So, keep that Sabbath day 
because it is the sign that the same power that made 
the world, has set itself to bring you forth from the 
bondage of sin. 


Let me notice a little sideline. Some people say 
that commandment tells me that you should keep but 
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one day in seven; that is, if you keep one day in 
seven, you have met the spirit of the commandment 
(provided it is Sunday). Let us see if this is so. Just 
as truly as we must recognize the power of God in 
creation today in us, just so truly must we recognize 
_ God’s power to deliver from sin today. It won’t do 
you any good to keep the Sabbath as a memorial of 
something done six thousand years ago; but to keep 
it as a memorial of God’s creative power in you; 
of His delivering power, that will make it efficacious. 
But when God gave this Sabbath to the Israelites, He 
gave it to them as a sign that He had taken them out 
of Egypt. In other words, it was a sign of separation 
from sin; asign of separation from that Egypt which was 
sin. So, if one day in seven will do, just as soon as a 
man keeps one day in seven, he will be separated from 
the world. Will he? Of course he won’t. There are 
thousands, hundred of thousands, millions of people 
that are keeping one day in seven, that are so mixed 
up with the world, that you can not tell them from 
the world. But let me tell you, beloved, just as truly 
as the Sabbath day is a sign of God’s power to deliver 
from sin, just that sure it is that when a man begins 
to keep the Sabbath in truth, he has to get out of 
the world. Keeping the Sabbath does separate a man 
from the world, and you know it. A good many of 
you have had good jobs in the world, and even with 
folks who call themselves Christians, but soon as you 
began to keep the seventh day, you know what 
happened. Back there in old Egypt, the time was 
when thes2 Egyptians said, “Get out of here; we don’t 
want you any longer.” They were glad to have them 
get out. So it is today. If a man sincerely, in the 
fear of God, begins to keep that Sabbath that God says 
is a sign of deliverance from sin, Egypt will fire him 
out. They will say, “I don’t want you any more.” 
And I have known of churches, when they found some 
of their members keeping the Sabbath ordained by 
their own fundamental law, telling them that they 
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haa better go. Beloved, one day in seven will not 
separate a man from the world, but the keeping of the 
Sabbath of the Lord will put him out, if he doesn’t get 
out himself. So the Sabbath stands for the separation 
from the Egypt of sin. 

May God grant that every one of us will get out of 
Egypt, and the Sabbath be placed upon us as a sign of 
his power to deliver from sin. 

Third, the Sabbath is a sign of God’s power to 
sanctify. Let me read the plain statement spoken by 
God himself on this point. Twentieth chapter of 
Ezekiel, twelfth verse. “Moreover also I gave them 
my sabbaths to be a sign between me and them, that 
they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify 
them.” The Hebrew gives it in the progressive form, 
that “I may know that I am the Lord that am sancttfy- 
ing them.” 

That line does not need much argument. He says 
so plainly, so positively, that the Sabbath is a sign of 
the Lord that sanctified them. There is no argument 
left. He says it is a sign that I created; it is a sign 
that I deliver; a sign that I sanctify; and that is all 
God’s work. Is it moral? If there is in morality any- 
thing greater than deliverance from sin; any moral 
question that stands higher than sanctification, I do 
not know what it is; but oh! I do thank God tonight 
that the power that made the heaven and the earth 
and all things therein, has set Himself to save me 
from sin; deliver me from the bondage of Israel and 
sanctify me to make me more and more like Himself. 
And that is the reason why the Sabbath day is to stand; 
that is the reason why Jesus said that not one tittle 
of the law should pass; that heaven and earth might 
pass away, but that every word of His law*should 
stand. And because that Sabbath is to stand, and 
because it stands as a sign of His creative power, His 
delivering power, His sanctifying power, God says, 
“Remember it.” 

And I ask you now, honestly, if a man remembers 
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God as the power that brought him into existence, 
who sustains him, and upholds him; if we remember 
God as the power that reaches down from high heaven 
and picks us out of the quagmire of sin, and sets us 
on the rock, Christ Jesus; if we remember our God as 
the one who gives us power that we may develop into 
holiness, without which no one shall see Him; I want 
to know whether we shall forget the mark or symbol 
of that power which God has ordained. 

Ah! then the Sabbath becomes a dear thing. It is 
not a yoke of bondage to him who realizes that Jesus 
has saved him; it is not a yoke of bondage to him 
that believes Christ is in him, working to will and to 
do of His own good pleasure. When I realize that He 
is in me, that the life that I live is by the faith of the 
Son of God, and a sign of the life of Him who gave 
Himself for me, the Sabbath becomes a joy, and I do 
not hear the thunderings of Sinai, I do not see what 
was done away back there, but I do know what God 
is doing for me now. I know that He brought me into 
the world; that He sustains me by His own power; I 
know that in Him I live, and move, and have my being; 
I know that this same power has reached down to pick 
me up out of sin ; that Jesus gave Himself for me, and 
that He is trying to work out in me His own character. 

And then when God says that He put that sign on 
me, that He may establish that work, will I say, “No, 
I rebel against that. I do want the work done. I ac- 
knowledge Him as My Creator; I acknowledge Jesus 
as the Saviour from sin, and the Holy Spirit as the 
power working in me to do his own will and bring me 
forth in righteousness, but I won’t have God’s trade 
mark on me.” 

Ah, beloved, I am glad that God has a trade mark 
that shows that His work is a genuine work, and if 
that work stands for anything at all, then the Sabbath 
is a sign of the work He is doing for his children. 
When you go to the store to buy some patent articles 
you want to be sure that the store keeper does not 
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palm off some inferior article. You want to know 
whether the trade mark is there or not. So we see 
advertised everywhere, “Be sure you see our name 
blown on the bottle”—"“See our trade mark and know 
that this is a genuine article.” 


God says, I am doing that work for my people, and 
the Sabbath is a sign that they shall know that I 
created, that I delivered, and that I have saved them 
from sin. 


And so, beloved, the Sabbath has been kept all down 
through the ages. So Jesus kept it; the Apostle Paul 
kept it, and as you study the life of Christ and the 
apostles, you will find that it was their habit. And 
the Sabbath day was dear to them because it was the 
token of God’s power to save His people, and bring 
them forth in righteousness to eternal salvation. 
This, then, stands as the reason why Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists differ from the rest of the world. We agree 
with the great churches of Christendom in their funda- 
mental law. We say, “You are right, but we believe 
in doing it, not simply because the Sabbath is a cere- 
mony, but because the Sabbath is the token of the 
greatest work in morality that God can do, and we be- 
seech you, therefore, in the name of God not to be 
hearers only, but to be doers of the Word.” We ask 
you in Jesus’ name to know whether or not the Sab- 
bath is for you. If it is for you, it will be because you 
know what it is to be saved. If it is for you, it will be 
because you believe in the work of the Holy Spirit 
changing your heart; changing your life. He says, 
“The Sabbath is a sign of that work.” So may God 
add his blessing; may the power of his Spirit lead 
us in all truth; may we be willing to remember 
the Sabbath day and keep it. Ah! may it come 
to us day by day and week by week, not a sign 
of something that happened hundreds and thousands 
of years ago, but something that is going on day 
by day in our own lives. Oh, that every one of 
us here who are keeping the Sabbath of the Lord 
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would manifest in our lives that power. There are 
many who, while they are mentally convinced of the 
claims of God’s law, and in a formal way pretend 
to keep the Sabbath, do not know what it is to have 
Jesus Christ in their lives. Oh, may the power of God 
attend each one of us that we may not be professors 
of the Sabbath, but observers of the power that is in 
the Sabbath. May God grant that every Seventh-day 
Adventist will, day by day, demonstrate in his life that 
he knows what it is to be lifted out of Egypt into the 
Canaan of God. May every one of us day by day 
manifest to those about us that we know what it is to 
have God sanctifying our lives, and thus, as epistles 
read and known of all men, we will lead men to the 
light of truth, and bye and bye, with the ransomed ones, 
may we be gathered together in His Kingdom. 


II 
SUNDAY AND THE WORD 


In the last chapter of First Thessalonians and the 
twenty-first verse, we read these very familiar words ; 
“Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.” 


We are brought face to face with a proposition 
which means far more to mankind than many appre- 
ciate. Ofttimes people think that the Sabbath question 
merely entails a difference of opinion concerning a day, 
and we are met with a proposition something like this: 
“Well, you believe in keeping Saturday, and we believe 
in keeping Sunday; the Mohammedans believe in keep- 
ing Friday; it doesn’t make much difference which 
day you keep, since you keep some day, and there is 
not any difference in days anyhow, and so long as we 
give one day to the Lord, what is the difference?” 
But, beloved, as I study thisSabbath question, it comes 
to me with far more weight than that. It involves a 
great question—I was going to say the greatest 
question—that of loyalty to our God. While it may 
not appear to be of much weight when we consider the 
intrinsic value of one day as compared with another, 
when we begin to look at it in the light of what God 
has said, and whether we are willing to take God’s 
Word, and do what God says, in spite of what anybody 
or everybody else will do, then the question becomes 
a far greater one than the mere consideration of a day. 

The Saviour used very forcible words in the seventh 
chapter of Mark, seventh verse, when he says, “How- 
beit in vain do they worship Me teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.” And He prefaces that 
very strong statement by another almost as forcible: 
“He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias 
prophesied of you, hypocrites, as it is written, This 
people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is 
far from me.” 


It makes but little difference what men say, or how 


SUNDAY AND THE WORD 23 


loudly they profess that they are following God, or 
how strenuous may be their claims regarding their 
fealty to the Divine one. He says that if our worship 
is based on man’s commandments it is vain. And so, 
beloved, as we study this Sabbath question, the thing 
for us to find out, is, what does God say, and not how 
’ many people are on the other side, nor how popular 
the question may be; not what seems to be the weight 
of evidence as we think of the mighty mass on the 
other side of the question, but whether or not we are 
loyal to God. He says that worship based on man’s 
commandments is vain. 

Now don’t any one go away from here tonight, 
saying that that preacher said that everybody who 
kept Sunday was going to be damned. He didn’t. I 
did not even say that the worship was in vain, but I 
do feel that I have a right to read what my Master 
says, and you take it for just what it is worth. But, 
tonight, it is our providence to find out whether or not 
there is any Divine backing for the observance of the 
first day of the week. 

Another thing, beloved, is that as an ambassador of 
Jesus Christ, I do not dare to be unfair in the question. 
In politics or some other worldly consideration, men 
sometimes dare, ofttimes dare, to twist things out of 
their proper setting, but you and I have to give an 
account before God; you have to give an account to 
him as to how you listen tonight; I have to give an 
account to him for how I speak tonight, and if I say 
things that are unfair, I have to meet that; and if you 
hear things and do not heed them, you have to meet 
them. So we are both judgment-bound creatures, 
and neither the speaker nor the hearer can dare to 
play with the things of eternal life. The judgment of 
the Eternal God will settle the case, and if I am not 
perfectly just in my presentation of the subject tonight, 
I shall have to give an account, and I realize that. 
And I do hope that every one of you within the hear- 
ing of my voice, will realize that you are here in God’s 
providence and be careful how you hear. 
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The Bible does not mention Sunday. A great many 
people when they are first arrested by the fact that 
that there are people in this world that are keeping 
the seventh day of the week as the Sabbath, when 
they themselves have been brought up to observe the 
the first day, say “Why the Bible must be just full of 
it.” And I have asked people, “Do you think there is 
a lot in the Bible about the observance of the first day 
of the week?” They say, “No doubt. Why everybody 
keeps it; there must be something there. Of course I 
am not very well acquainted—I don’t know about it,— 
but it must be there.” But, beloved, we can start out 
with this proposition, that Sunday is not mentioned in 
the sacred book. The first day of the week, however, 
is mentioned. It is mentioned eight times, and this in 
the new testament. These eight times that the 
first day of the week is mentioned, it is our prov- 
ince tonight to study, and if we can find something in 
them that will warrant us in keeping the first day of 
the week as the Sabbath, I will promise you, beloved, 
that I will be the first one to get in line with other 
evangelical workers and, shoulder to shoulder, press 
the battle of the Master to the gates. It is not an easy 
matter, nor a pleasant one, ofttimes, to be on the 
opposite side, to be contradicting men who are work- 
ing for the gospel of the King. It is not a funny thing 
to be opposing public opinion all the time. So, if we 
can find something in the Bible that will give us the 
privilege of lining up with the great mass of Christian 
workers in the world, I promise you, I will be the first 
one to step out. And if, as we pass over these Scrip- 
tures I omit anything that to any of you seems to be an 
argument, I adjure you as a judgment-bound creature, 
to let me know of it. Feel perfectly free; raise your 
hand, or, if you are too bashful to do that, write it out 
on a slip of paper, and hand it to me or tell me at any 
time you can catch me asI go about, and I will give 
the matter as thorough and as honest consideration as 
I know how. 
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The first of these texts you will find in the gospel of 
Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter, first verse: “In 
the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene, and 
the other Mary, to see the sepulchre.” This is simply 


. a statement made by the first of the four evangelists, 


' 


relative to what happened on that resurrection morn- 
ing. But does this text say that the first day was the 
Sabbath? Does this say that the first day of the week 
must be crowned as the king of all days? Does this 
tell us that the Sabbath that had stood from the time 
that the earth was created down through four thous- 
and years was now superceded by another day? Nota 
word. It simply says that on the first day of the 
week came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see 
the sepulchre, and you will find out why before we get 
through. There is a point that comes to us as we 
consider this, and that is, that this writer, Matthew, 
who had been with his Lord, had followed him day 
by day for many long months, and had heard that 
greatest of all great preachers lead His children in the 
ways of righteousness, believed that the Sabbath came 
and went before the first day came around. So one 
Bible writer is positively on the side of the seventh 
day Sabbath. 

Now we will pass over to text number two, which 
we will find in Mark 16:1. This is another one of the 
Lord’s disciples, telling exactly the same thing that 
Matthew has already told, “And when the Sabbath 
was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of 
James, and Salome, had brought sweet spices that they 
might come and anoint him. And very early in the 
morning, the first day of the week, they came unto the 
sepulchre at the rising of the sun.” 


Now, you will notice that there is absolutely no 
change in the narrative, not one word, not the slight- 
est intimation that another day should be kept; noth- 
ing of that kind, simply the statement that they came 
to the sepulchre. And when we read Matthew’s ac- 
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count, we find that he believed that the Sabbath had 
ended before the first day came around. How is it with 
Mark? This one of the disciples, also believed that 
the seventh day, the day preceding this resurrection 
morning, was the Sabbath. And he emphasizes the 
fact that it was the Sabbath. He didn’t say that it 
was the seventh day, but he says it was the Sabbath, 
and thatit had passed. Is there anything there that tells 
us that we ought to do away with the commandments of 
our Lord? Nota word. 


The third text is in the ninth verse of the same 
chapter: “Now when Jesus was risen the first day of 
the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene out of 
whom he had cast seven devils.” Anything there that 
says He kept that day? It is only a very plain state- 
ment that on that resurrection day, He appeared to 
Mary Magdalene, but not a scrap of evidence that we 
ought to make any change, or that God had done 
away with any part of His Word. Jesus has said that 
heaven and earth should pass away before one tittle of 
the law should fail, and in the light of that scripture, I 
am sure that any one would pause before saying that 
this sixteenth chapter of Mark, ninth verse, tells us 
that we should keep the first day of the week as the 
Sabbath. 


Now we pass on to text number four, which we find 
in the last chapter of the Gospel according to Luke, 
and this is simply like the other, telling exactly the 
same story. Luke 24:1. “Now, upon the first day of 
the week, early in the morning, they came unto the 
sepulchre bringing the spices which they had prepared, 
and certain others with them.” 


Anything there? No more than the other three 
scriptures—the bare statement that early in the morn- 
ing, they came to the sepulchre. Is there any intima- 
tion, however remote, that we ought to keep another 
day than the Sabbath day of the commandments? 
Not at all. But as we study Matthew and Mark, we 
find that these two writers believed in the Sabbath of 
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the commandments. How is it with Luke? Luke, do 
you also believe in the Sabbath of the commandments ? 
Let us read a verse or two preceding to get the con- 
nection. The last verses of the previous chapter: “And 
the women also which came with him from Galilee 
‘followed after and beheld the sepulchre and how His 
body was laid, and they returned and prepared spices 
and ointment; and rested the Sabbath day according to 
the commandment.” Then Luke is also a command- 
ment-keeping disciple. Well, there are three, and 
surely anybody would know, that if Jesus had established 
the observance of the first day of the week in place of 
the seventh day of the fourth commandment, that 
these disciples would have known it. 


Matthew said the Sabbath day was the day before 
the first day of the week. Mark says the Sabbath was 
past, and Luke says that they rested on the Sabbath, 
according to the commandment. So we must now 
pass to the next text, which we will find in the book 
of John, twentieth chapter, first verse: “The first day of 
the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was 
yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone 
taken away from the sepulchre.” This is only John 
reporting what Matthew, Mark, and Luke said. How- 
ever, he told us that on the first day, Mary Magdalene 
came while it was yet dark, to the sepulchre. We will 
not stop long on this. It is exactly the same story 
that the other three have already given us. But I 
would like to ask this question. Does John also be- 
lieve in keeping the commandments? And we will 
very briefly give you the testimony concerning this. 
In first John, fifth chapter, second and third verses, we 
read, “By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God, and keep His commandments. 
For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments: and His commandments are not 
grevious.” 

Then again in the second chapter of this same epis- 
tle, second and third verses, we read as follows: “And 
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thereby we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. He that saith, I know Him, and 
keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him.” There we have the testimony of 
John. So altogether, here are the four great evange- 
lists giving unanimous testimony that they believe in 
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. 


Now let us go to the next, number six, and this is 
quoted extensively, perhaps more than any other of 
the eight first day texts, to prove the Sabbath was 
kept on the first day of the week. I have heard men, 
ordained to preach the truth, use this as an argument 
why people should keep the first day of the week as 
the Sabbath. To this we invite close attention. John 
20:19. “Then the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, 
came Jesus and stood in their midst, and said unto 
them, Peace be unto you.” 


We are told, “Here we have it. That was the night 
of the resurrection day. The disciples were gathered 
together for worship, all assembled there holding a 
praise service in honor of the resurrection. And more 
than that, Jesus himself sanctioned it by coming 
and saying, ‘Peace be unto you.’ The Lord prayed, 
and gave them His blessing, and breathed upon them 
His Holy Spirit, and that was surely an evidence that 
the first day of the week had supplanted the Sabbath. 
It is indeed the Christian Sabbath.” That is the argu- 
ment that is given? But I marvel greatly how men 
dare to so wrestle with God’s Word. Note what is 
said: Then the same day at evening, the first day of 
the week—that Sunday night—when the doors were shut 
for fear of the Jews—note that—what were they there 
for? For fear of the Jews. Like a lot of little fright- 
ened boys, just as soon as the Saviour was taken from 
them, they ran home as fast as they could go and 
locked the doors. That is what they did. They lived 
there. That was their home. And all we have to do 
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to substantiate that statement is to turn over the page 
in your Bible to the first chapter of Acts, and you read 
there in the thirteenth verse as follows: “Then re- 
turned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s 
journey. And when they were come in, they went up 
‘into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and 
James, and John, and Andrew, Phillip, and Thomas, 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, James, the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas, the brother 
of James,’—Eleven of them. What ‘did they do? 
They went into that upper room, he says, where they 
abode. That is plain. You don’t say that a man’s 
abode is where he goes once in a while to hold a 
meeting. This room is not your abode. Why not? 
Your abode is where you live, and these men, that had 
left all to follow the Master, that had left their homes 
and families and everything to follow the Master, 
rented that upper room, and there they abode, there 
they lived, and there they went and stayed when the 
Master was taken, and there they shut the door for 
fear of the Jews, so that the Jews would not hurt them. 
But what were they doing there? After they got in, 
and shut the doors for fear of the Jews, did they say, 
“Well, we are all here together. No onecan get at us. 
We will hold a little praise service in honor of the 
resurrection.” Did they say that? Ah, no. If you 
turn over to the sixteenth chapter of Mark, that 
apostle tells us very definitely what they were doing. 
In the fourteenth verse, he says, “Afterward he 
appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and up- 
braided them with their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they believed not them which had seen 
Him after He was risen.” The record says He 
appeared as they sat at meat,—at their evening meal. 
And when the Master did come in through those doors 
that were shut, what did He say? He upbraided them 
for their hardness of heart, because they didn’t believe 
them that had seen Him after He was arisen. And if 


30 THE SABBATH A SIGN OF GOD’S POWER 


we go back to the book of Luke, that apostle gives us 
a little more detailed account of the meeting of the © 
Master with the disciples on that resurrection evening. 
Beginning with the thirteenth verse, there is an 
account of the two disciples that were going toward 
Emmaus, which was seven or eight miles out from 
Jerusalem. You remember the story of how the 
Master talked with them on the way, and how they 
said that their hearts burned within them; but bye 
and bye they reached their dwelling and invited Him 
to come in and have something to eat with them, and 
He went in, and as they gathered around the table, 
and the Lord was about to ask the blessing, then their 
eyes were opened, and they saw that it was indeed the 
Master. And just at that time He vanished from their 
sight. But they rose up the same hour, and returned 
to Jerusalem, found the eleven gathered, and said, 
“The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon, and they told what things were done in the 
way, and how He was known to them in the breaking 
of bread, and, as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood 
in the midst of them and said, Peace be unto you. 
But they were terrified and affrighted and supposed 
that they had seen a spirit’—a ghost,—and He said 
“Why are you so troubled? Why do thoughts arise 
in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that 
it is myself: handle me and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” Now were they 
assembled in honor of the resurrection? No! no! 
When the Lord came in the very midst of them and 
said, “Peace be unto you,” they didn’t believe that He 
was risen. They said, “It isa ghost.” And He said, 
“I am no ghost. Take hold of me and see. Handle 
me; Iam flesh and bone. Ghosts don’t have that. It 
is I myself.” “And when He had thus spoken, He 
showed them His hands and feet. And while they yet 
believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto them, 
Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And He took it, 
and did eat it before them.” That doesn’t sound like 
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a praise service in honor of the resurrection. He 
_ chided them because they would not believe those that 

had seen Him. Still, in the face of these facts in God’s 
Word, we are told that that was a praise meeting, in 
honor of the resurrection. But you can see that they 
ea not believe it was He even after He was actually 
- e. 

Now, we have had six of these texts. Remember 
there are only eight. Number seven, we will find in 
the book of Acts, the twentith chapter and the seventh 
verse. “And upon the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached 
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and con- 
tinued his speech until midnight.” Now, does not 
that say that the apostles preached on the first day of 
the week? Is not that evidence that the apostles ob- 
served Sunday as the Sabbath? It does say that upon 
the first day of the week when the disciples came 
together to break bread, that Paul preached and con- 
tinued his speech until midnight, but I submit that if 
the fact that they had a meeting on that day of the 
week is enough evidence to make the first day of the 
week the Sabbath, then, if they had held a meeting on 
the third day of the week, it would make that day the 
Sabbath. In other words, the fact that they held their 
meeting on one day, if that makes that day a Sabbath, 
the same line of argument will make another day the 
Sabbath. If you will also turn to the the last verse of 
the second chapter of Acts, you will find that if this text 
that I have already read proves the first day to be the 
Sabbath, then it proves altogether too much, for I read 
in Acts 2:46 as follows: “And they continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart.” There you see they had a 
meeting every day. Now, if Paul having a meeting on 
the first day of the week makes that the Sabbath, 
when the other disciples had a meeting on every day, 
it makes every day a Sabbath. That might suit some 
folks that don’t want to work, but it would not suit a 
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man who believes that “six days shalt thou labor and 
do all thy work, and the seventh day is the Sabbath of | 
the Lord.” 


Again, if we should take the apostolic example in 
one thing concerning this meeting that was held on 
Sunday, we should take his example in everything that 
he did. It is not just the proper thing for a person to 
follow one thing that the apostle says, when he wants 
to do it, but the next thing that he did, reject. If in 
one thing, we take Paul’s example, to be consistent, 
we must be guided by all that the apostle did. Listen, 
“And upon the first day of the week when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them, ready to depart on the morrow, and continued 
his speech until midnight.” Then, if we should follow 
Paul by having a meeting on that day—if this is suf- 
ficient authority for keeping the first day of the week 
as the Sabbath, then the apostle Paul, in preaching 
until midnight, should be followed by other ministers 
of the gospel, who hold Sunday night meetings, and 
they should continue until midnight. 

But let us read a little more in the chapter, and find 
out what the rest of Paul’s company were doing. In 
the thirteenth verse, Luke, the writer of Acts, tells us 
of what was happening with the other disciples while 
Paul was there at Troas preaching. “And we went 
before to Assos, there intending to take in Paul, for so 
had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot.” 

What was the occasion? Simply this: Paul was on 
his way to Jerusalem. Everywhere he went from city 
to city, and from house to house, and wherever it was 
known that he was going to Jerusalem, there was the 
one idea, prevalent with all, that if he went to Jerusa- 
lem, afflictions and bonds awaited him. So at every 
place that he went, he made that, as it were, the last 
farewell service. He had been at Troas for seven 
days. They had waited until the Sabbath was past. 
Then the other disciples, after the Sabbath was past, 
sailed around the promontory a distance of some forty 
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or forty-five miles, and Paul said, “I will stay here with 
the brethren; I will hold a meeting with them tonight; 
then I will go across on foot in the morning, some half 
the distance, about twenty miles, or rather less than 
half the distance that it was to go around by boat. 
Now while we have the apostle Paul holding a meet- 
‘ing in some part of the first day of the week at that 
time, we have for our example, all the rest of the dis- 
ciples working. And it isjust as justifiable to follow 
Luke in his example as Paul in his. But at best, is 
there a word, an intimation, either direct or indirect, 
that that day ought to be observed asthe Sabbath? It 
is the case of a drowning man clutching at a straw. 
No proof—not the slightest,—and granted that it did 
occur on that day, but which according to all the best 
commentators was in no part of what is now called 
Sunday, but was on Saturday night, for the days of 
the Jews began at sundown on Saturday, and it was on 
the dark part of the first day of the week, and accord- 
ing to Professor Hackett and others who have gone in- 
to this question—all say that it was on Saturday night. 
But whether it was or whether it was not, and even 
granting that it was on the first day of the week en- 
tirely, that does not give us any authority for keeping 
it because, as I have already read to you, the disciples 
also held a meeting on every day. 


So at last we come to text number eight, the last one 
onthe list. Unless we can find something there, I am 
afraid that we shall have to come to the conclusion 
that Sunday observance is not founded on Divine 
authority. First Corinthians 16:1 and 2. “Now con- 
cerning the collection for the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon 
the first day of the week let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be 
no gatherings when Icome.” It issomewhat amusing, 
if it was not so sad, to hear men who are supposed to 
be able to think, and think enough to lead people, get 
up and say that here is a scripture that shows that a 
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collection ought to be taken in the churches on Sunday 
morning. I have heard men, just before the offering 
was received, turn to the congregation and say, “On 
the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered him.” Notice the 
scripture, “Lay by him in store.” Not in a collection 
box, at all. It is certainly doing an unwarranted in- 
justice to the Holy Word for men to try to twist that 
into a religious service with the deacons passing the 
basket. 


But to show you that this translation, “by him in 
store,” can not in any way be construed “in the collec- 
tion basket,” I desire to read you a number of transla- 
tions—other translations than those of the King James 
—that they should lay by at home, that they would 
have in readiness, when he, Paul, should come to get 
it. Greenfield, in his Lexicon, translates the Greek 
term to mean “With one’s self, meaning at home.” 
Two Latin versions, the Vulgate, and that of Castelio, 
render it, “With one’s self, at home.” Three French 
translations, those of Martin, Osterwald, and DeSacy, 
“At his own house, at home.” The German of Luther, 
“By himself,” and so also the Dutch, the Italian and 
Spanish and Portuguese. They are all alike on this 
point. So here are all the texts the Bible has on the 
first day, and as you see there is not one iota of evi- 
dence that the unchangeable God has allowed his own 
words to be supplanted by another day as the Sabbath. 


Now, for a brief moment, let us see what the sacred 
Word tells us was the practise of the apostles in regard 
to the day that was really kept, and if there is one 
apostle above another who would depart from the 
practices of the ancient people of God, that one would 
be Paul, the great apostle to the Gentiles. What did 
he do? First turn with me to Acts 17:1, 2. “Now 
when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apol- 
lonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a syna- 
gogue of the Jews, and Paul, as his manner was, went 
in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with 
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them out of the Scriptures.” How plain this is—this 
tells his custom, doesn’t it? Why does this not say he 
kept the new day, the Christian Sabbath? Simply 
because the Word of God tells things just as they were. 
Now let us go to the eighteenth chapter, commencing 
-with the fourth verse which tells of Paul’s stay at 
“Corinth: “And he reasoned in the synagogue every 
Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and Greeks,” and 
then go to the eleventh verse, and that says that he 
stayed there a year and six months. So in that place 
alone the record credits Paul with keeping seventy- 
eight Sabbaths. Kindly turn with me to the thirteenth 
chapter, verse fourteen. “But when they departed 
from Perga they came to Antioch in Pisidia and went 
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.” 
In a little while he was asked to speak, and then comes 
one of those marvelous arguments that made Paul 
such a tremendous power for Christ. 

But listen to the forty-second verse: “And when 
the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles 
besought that these words be preached to them the 
next Sabbath,” and verse forty-four following, “And 
the next Sabbath came almost the whole city together 
to hear the Word of God.” 

Sometimes men tell us that Paul preached on the 
Sabbath days because that was the best time to get at 
the Jews. But how about these Gentiles and the whole 
city there in the synagogue? That doesn’t sound 
much like the Jews keeping one day and the Gentiles 
keeping another new day, does it? Why, dear souls, 
another day was not dreamed of till hundreds of years 
after this. 

So here we have the practice of Paul, that man who 
got so near the Divine that God gave him visions of 
the third heaven, and he has not said a word about a 
change from the seventh day to the first day. So far 
then in our study we have found a record of eighty- 
three Sabbaths that this great teacher of righteousness 
kept. But, say the objectors to the plain Word of God, 
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“That is because he could get into the synagogue; the | 
synagogue was open on that day, and it was Paul’s | 
custom, because he could have an entrance to the syn- | 


| 
i 


agogue.” But that is not so, because the synagogues | 


were open every day. But to show you that that was 
not the fact, we turn over to the sixteenth chapter of 
Acts and read in the thirteenth verse as follows: “And 
on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a riverside, 
where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which resorted thither.” 
- Notice this: Paul had come to Philippi, the chief city 
of Macedonia, and there was abiding certain days, and 


when the Sabbath came around, this being an entirely © 


Gentile city, having no synagogue, it says that when 


the Sabbath came, they went out of the city by a river- © 


side, where prayer was wont to be made, and they 
spake to those that had assembled there. Therefore 
the argument that the apostle kept the Sabbath be- 
cause he could get into the synagogue, falls flat, and 
there is nothing in it. For here is an instance, where 
they didn’t have any place to go to, they quietly with- 
drew and worshipped God by the riverside on the Sab- 
bath day. 


Finally, let me read the witness of the Apostle Paul 
concerning his entire life. In the twenty-eighth chap- 
ter of Acts, seventeenth verse: “And it came to pass, 
that after three days, Paul called the chief of the Jews 
together; and when they were come together, he said 
unto them, Men and brethren, though I have commit- 
ted nothing against the people, or customs of our 
fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem 
into the hands of the Romans.” 

Now if he had been keeping Sunday, they would 
have said, “You do not tell the truth. You have 
broken one of the commandments. You have done 
something contrary to the customs of the fathers;” 
but as far as the record goes, they had nothing to say, 
not one word. 


Now, beloved, just to prove how far from having 
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any Bible for the observance, I want to read you a 
little testimony concerning the Sunday phase, how late 
it was before Sunday was known or accepted at all by 
the Church. I will read first from “Pillars of Truth,” 
page 88, by Bishop E. O. Haven: 

“The Sabbath was made for man; not for the 
Hebrews, but for all men.” 

So I say, Brother Haven, if this is true, keep it. I 
read now from Tract number 175, of the Presbyterian 
sae of Publications, written by Archibald A. Hodge, 

“God instituted the Sabbath at the creation of 
man, setting apart the seventh day for that pur- 
pose, and imposed this observance as a universal 
and perpetual moral obligation upon the race.” 
Then, Brother Hodge, keep it. Again, from Francis 

Wayland, D. D. “Elements of Moral Science,” pages 
180, 184: 

“The Divine authority for the institution of the 
Sabbath is found in Genesis 2:1 to 3. Now con- 
cerning this passage, we remark, it was given to 
our first parents, that is, to the whole human race. 
The object to be accomplished is general, and can 
apply to no one people more than another.” 

Dr. Cuyler, “The New York Weekly Witness,” Janu- 
ary 9, 1875, said: 

“If the decalogue applies to all people, and gov- 
erns at all times, so does the fourth command- 
ment.” 

Bishop Colman, in “Ancient Chris. Exemp.,” chapter 
26, section 2, says: 

“Down even to the fifth century, the observance 
of the Jewish Sabbath was continued in the Chris- 
tian church, but with a rigor and solemnity 
gradually diminishing until it was wholly discon- 
tinued.” 

Now let me read from Edward Brerewood, Professor 
in Gresham College, London: 

“It is commonly believed that the Jewish Sab- 
bath was changed into the Lord’s day by Christian 


ae 
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emperors, and they know little who do not know 

that the ancient Sabbath did remain and was ob- 

served by the Eastern Churches three hundred 
years after our Saviour’s passion.” 

“Treatise on the Sabbath,” page 77. 

The American Board of Presbyterian Publications, in 
tract No. 118, states that, 

“The observance of the seventh day Sabbath did 
not cease until it was abolished after the empire 
became Christian.” 

Now the empire did not become Christian until the 
first part of the fourth century. 

Neander, the greatest of Church historians, in his 
Church History, Rose’s translation, page 186, edition of 
1843, says: 

“The Festival Sunday, like all other festivals, 
was always only a human ordinance; and it was 
far from the intention of the apostles to establish a 
divine command in this respect—far from them 
and from the early apostolic church to transfer the 
laws of the Sabbath to Sunday. Perhaps at the 
end of the second century, a false application of 
this kind had begun to take place; for men appear 
by that time to have considered laboring on Sun- 
day as a sin.” 

Sir William Domville bears this testimonial in the 
matter : 

“Not any ecclesiastical writer of the first three 
centuries attributed the origin of Sunday observ- 
ance either to Christ or to his apostles.” 

This is found in “Examination of Six Texts,” Supple- 
ment, pages 6 and 7. And yet in the face of that, and 
in the face of other statements of similar import, I can 
find you a minister of the gospel right here in Battle 
Creek, Mich., who says that, “According to certain 
authors, this change was made in the first century,” 
and then he will quote such men as Barnabas that 
never lived until several hundred years after Christ ; 
a Jew that was so ignorant that the stuff he wrote 
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would be debarred from a daily newspaper, and still 
they say it was the Barnabas that traveled with the 
apostle Paul. It certainly is remarkable that people 
will try to throw dust in the eyes of those who are 
trying to investigate the Sabbath question from the 
standpoint of history, and it is a fact that reliable his- 
‘tory can be found that says most emphatically that no 
intimation can be found that anything can be pro- 
duced to substantiate the claims that the apostolic 
church, or the church for two or three hundred years 
after Christ, taught the first day of the week as the 
Sabbath of the Lord. There is not one scintilla of evi- 
dence in favor. of it. 


I will read one or two more abstracts. The first is 
from the Methodist Episcopal Theological Com- 
pendium : 

“It is true there is no positive command for 
keeping holy the first day of the week.” 


That is strong. That is good Methodist doctrine. 
Now let me read from Reverend Clark Braden, a min- 
ister and author, and ex-president of one of the west- 
ern colleges of the Disciples, in the Christian Standard, 
of September 6, 1874. He says: 

“Others observe the first day, contending with- 
out a particle of evidence that the commandment 
has been changed from the seventh day to the 
first. Our preachers are by no means agreed in 
their teachings. They have no well defined views 
on the subject, and are defeated when they attempt 
a defense of our practice of observing the first 
day, or a review of the arguments of the advocates 
of the seventh day. Nor are we alone in this. 
There is no clear, tenable teaching on this subject 
in our theological works and commentaries, or by 
any religious press. Advocates of the observance 
of the first day stultify themselves by making con- 
tradictory and inconsistent quotations.” 


Now, beloved, let us think what the Word says: “In 
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vain do they worship me, keeping for doctrine the 
commandments of men.” We admit that if numbers 
count for anything, then Sunday has the argument, 
but we also claim that if God’s Word counts for any- 
thing, the seventh day Sabbath has the argument. 
We say, beloved, that it is a question of loyalty, 
whether or not we will take God, and God’s Word as 
our supreme, our only guide, or whether or not we will 
try to back up our observance by some man-made 
theology. Where do you stand, friends? You and I 
will have to give an account before God. He says, 
when that day comes, many will say, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy name cast 
out devils, and in thy name have done many wonder- 
ful works? Then will I profess I never knew you. 
Depart from me, ye that work iniquity. I never knew 
you. Not every one that saith, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven but he that doeth the will 
of my father which is in heaven.” Beloved, I ask you, 
as an ambassador of Jesus Christ, what are you going 
to do about it? Are you accepting the popular view 
of the Sabbath, and trampling God’s law under foot? 
Remember that he says, “He that saith that I know 
God and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar and 
the truth is not in him.” And these blessed words in 
the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, “Blessed 
are they that do his commandments, that they may 
enter in through the gates into the city.” 


I appeal to you as judgment-bound creatures, as 
those who will have to meet these things in the Judg- 
ment, and when all the events of your life, and of 
mine, are weighed up, may it be found that we are on 
the side of God. And may He grant, that having His 
Word on our side, we will be sustained by it in every 
hour of trial. 


Ill 
THE CHANGE 


In the thirteenth verse of the sixteenth chapter of 
John’s gospel, we read these words of faith: ‘“Howbe- 
it when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide 
you into all truth.” 

It is indeed a joy and a confidence that comes to us 
as we appreciate the fact that God has set himself to 
bring His people unto His own eternal truth; to know 
that our Heavenly Father has granted to us this com- 
forting promise. We will not be left to wander, to be 
tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine. We will 
not grope as in darkness, and stumble and fall eternal- 
ly. But God has said that the Spirit of Truth would 
lead us into all truth, and so, as we study the question 
of this subject, as we go into these considerations that 
to many have been hidden so long, we are glad that 
the honest heart, yielded to God, has the assurance 
that they will be led alright. And I am glad that 
while there are so many diverse opinions; that while 
there are so many conflicting ideas; that our Father 
in heaven loves us so, that He will see that the honest- 
hearted ones find His truth, His doctrine, and the way 
to the eternal city. 

Our Saviour gives words that are full of portent in 
considering this subject. In the fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, we read in the nineteenth verse, as the Lord was 
then speaking of the law, and telling that He had not 
come to destroy it, but to fulfill every obligation there- 
in, He said, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled.” Then He adds the powerful words of the nine- 
teenth verse: “Whosoever, therefore, shall break one 
of the least commandments, and shall teach men so, 
he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 
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In His word we find that our Father himself through 
inspiration, has told us, that that fourth command- 
ment, that Sabbath commandment, enshrined in the 
very heart of the decalogue, stands for all that He is 
doing to save His people. The seventh day Sabbath, 
He tells us, is not only a sign of His creative power in 
the beginning, but a sign also that He is at work in 
His children today ; a sign that, in Him, they live and 
move and have their being. 

And then He tells us that the Sabbath is a sign that 
He delivers from sin; that He who made this earth, 
who spoke it into existence in six days, and brought it 
forth in all its beauty, clothed in all its grandeur, is at 
work to deliver His people from the bondage of sin. 
Then He says that the Sabbath is a sign of a sanctify- 
ing power, a power that should come into men’s lives, 
and there work out a new creation until these lives are 
fitted for a place in His eternal kingdom. 

Now if we turn to the book of Daniel, we read there 
in the seventh chapter and twenty-fifth verse, a state- 
ment concerning a power that was to arise after 
Rome had been divided into its ten kingdoms, another 
power which almost all Protestantism unites on as 
representing the Roman Catholic Church, which says: 
“He shall speak great words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
shall think to change times and laws, and they shall be 
given into his hands for a time, and times and divid- 
ing of times.” 

I can not take time tonight to show you how that 
Word of prophecy has been fulfilled, how the Church 
of Rome speaks great words against the Most High. 
Had I time and inclination, I might show you how that 
power has assumed to itself titles that belong only to 
God, styling himself in such terms as “King of Kings,” 
“Lord of Lords,” “Lion of the Tribe of Judah,” “Arbi- 
ter of Heaven,” and “Lord of the Earth,” “Lord God, 
the Pope,” etc. But I haven’t time tonight to bring 
out direct proof concerning this phase of the question. 
Nor will I stop at this time to speak of the persecuting 
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power of Rome. During the Dark Ages, it is well 
known by all who have read history, that from fifty 
million to one hundred and twenty-five million people 
paid the penalty of their lives, because they would not 
yield to the mandates of that power. The one partic- 
ular thought of this prophecy which was given five 
- hundred years before Christ is that it says there should 
arise a power that should think himself able to change 
times and the law, as the Revised Version gives it, that 
there would arise a power that would feel itself of 
sufficient importance, that it would array itself against 
the Lord, and attempt to change His law, and this is a 
sufficient ground for us to investigate where and when 
began the change of the Sabbath. 

If you were told that some crime was to be perpe- 
trated in your neighborhood, and that a certain party 
would do it, that it would be done at about a certain 
time, your curiosity would lead you to ask, “How do 
you know this?” and the reply, “Oh, never mind how 
I know! Just keep your eyes open and watch.” Well 
the time comes around, and the crime is committed, 
and all the tracks lead to the door of the one indicated 
in the prophecy, and he, being brought to the bar of 
justice, pleads guilty to the commission of the crime, 
how long would it take an average American jury to 
convict him ? 

We have here a statement which makes the case be- 
fore us just as clear as that. In the prophecy it is 
stated that a certain power would attempt to change 
God’s law. It tells us, approximately, the time when 
this power would be at work. And right here we have 
the first step in the argument: the prophecy that the 
work would be done. It is one of those peculiar con- 
ditions, however, that we face tonight, in that we can 
not prove that the Sabbath has been changed, or when 
it was changed, by reading it out of the Bible. If we 
could only prove that the Sabbath had been changed, 
if we could read the when, and the where, and the 
how, and the why, in the Word of God, then I say, we 
would probably have to yield to the observance of the 
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we 
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Sunday Sabbath. Christian teachers, almost ‘univer- 
sally, if they are ignorant, or, if their hearers are ignor- 
ant, make the statement that the Sabbath was changed 
by Christ or the apostles, and will attempt to teach 
that such is the case from the Word. But as we have 
from this desk investigated that very claim; as we 
have studied every text that speaks of the first day of 
the week, or that would intimate directly or indirectiy, 
that a change had been effected, and finding out that 
there is nothing there, we were obliged to come to the 
conclusion that if the Sabbath was changed—an:1 we 
all know that it was—it must have been changed out- 
side of Bible times; therefore the reason why you can 
not prove it out of the Bible, is because it didn’t hap- 
pen until long after the Bible was written, notwith- 
standing all the claims to the contrary. 

So it is our purpose tonight to study briefly the con- 
ditions that lead up to the change of the Sabbath, and 
find out whether or not we are justified in rejecting the 
day that has been substituted for the Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment. 

Before we read, however, anything along that line, I 
desire to present one or two testimonies from standard 
authorities to show you that as far as we have reliable 
testimony on the subject, there is no intimation, how- 
ever remote, that this change was attempted in Bible 
times. I read first from Richard Watson’s “Theologi- © 
cal Dictionary” : 


“Now there is not on record any Divine com- 
mand to the apostles to change the Sabbath from 
the day on which it was held by the Jews, to the 
first day of the week.” 

I will read now from the “National Cyclopedia,” 
article Sabbath : 

“It has been held by many eminent divines that 
there is not sufficient evidence in the New Testa- 
ment for such an institution; that the change of 
the day from the seventh to the first day of the 
week is an insuperable difficulty.” 


THE CHANGE 45 


I read now from the Methodist Episcopal Theologi- 
cal Compendium: 

“It is true there is no Divine command for keep- 
ing holy the first day of the week.” 

So we see that the Word of God, in establishing the 
observance of the seventh day, is backed up by these 
standard authorities, and they do not admit that there 
is any claim whatsoever for the observance of Sunday 
as recorded in Bible times. 

Well then, how did Sunday come in, anyway? How 
did the thing start? If the seventh day Sabbath, or- 
dained at creation, was the day that was set apart, 
where does Sunday find any place? How did it get 
into the church? Sunday, the North American Review 
said, some time ago, “was called the wild solar holiday 
of all pagan time.” 

And as we begin to look into the origin of Sunday, 
we find that it started about like this: men, forgetting 
God as the creator, the deliverer, the sanctifier; for- 
getting that word in the fourth commandment, “Re- 
member,” in their intense desire to worship something 
—for you know that men are so constituted that they 
want to worship something—began to look around for 
the brightest, shiniest thing that they could find. We 
are all like children in this respect. So men began to 
realize that there must be some power that created. 
There was the sun, that bright light that gave warmth 
and beauty, and caused life to spring forth—surely 
that must be the biggest thing in the universe. Un- 
able to comprehend the power which made the sun, 
they began to look for the biggest thing that they 
could see. And we find that Sunday was established 
as a day upon which the biggest, brightest thing was 
worshipped, and called “the day of the sun.” 

You may trace back the leading forms of worship in 
Chaldea, in Egypt, among the Latins, the Greeks, the 
Assyrians; you may go-back into India, you will find 
that the sun was worshipped under the name of Jupi- 
ter, Apollo, Ra, and a great many other names. And 
if we look into the Word of God, we find there some 
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very direct references to sun worship. I might refe 
you very briefly to the book of Job. There we read i 
the thirteenth chapter, a statement which shows the 
away back in Job’s time, men were bowing down be 
fore the sun. In the twenty-sixth and twenty-eight 
verses of the thirty-first chapter, I read: “If I behel 
the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brigh’ 
ness; and my heart had been secretly enticed, or m 
mouth hath kissed my hand: this also were an iniqu 
ty to be punished by the judge.” What is that? If 
beheld the sun when it shined, if my heart was secretl 
enticed after it, if my mouth kissed my hand—throv 
ing kisses in salutation of the sun—that will bh 
brought in a review before the judge. So in Job 
time they were worshipping the sun. : 

Now, in Ezekiel, there is a statement full of signit 
cance. Chapter eight, fifteenth and sixteenth verse 
reads as follows: “Thensaid he unto me, Hast tho 
seen this, O Son of Man? And thou shalt see greate 
abominations than these.” 

The Lord had been pointing out certain evils, certai 
abominations that had crept right into their churc! 
Now he says, “Come, I know you have seen some « 
these, but I will show you something worse than an 
thing you have seen.” “And he brought me into tl 
inner court of the Lord’s house, between the porch ar 
the altar, and there were five and twenty men, wit 
their backs toward the temple of the Lord, and the 
faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sv 
toward the east.” 

_ So back there in the very courts of God, we find th: 
men had turned their backs on the temple, and on tl 
truth; had turned their faces toward the east, a1 
there bowed to the sun. And as it was away ba 
there, beloved, in that dispensation, when they had tl 
light from God; when they heard the messages of H 
prophets, when He manifested his mighty power 

deliver them; they turned their backs toward Him 

worship toward the sun; so today, in the light of t 
Christian dispensation, we find that men have turn 
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heir backs on God, and are today worshipping on that 
same day of the sun; yes, even today, the venerable day 
of the sun has superseded and has attempted to over- 
throw the Sabbath of God, and the eternal truth of 
His Word. Back there they worshipped Baal on Baal’s 
lay; so even today they are rejecting the old, old story 
9f Christ crucified, and the simplicity of the Gospel 
ruth'‘as it is in Jesus, and have followed that learning 
chat has no divine origin, and have forgotton that the 
Sabbath is a sign that God sanctifies his people. 

The result of men’s forsaking God’s truth and the 
sabbath has brought real religion, the real power of 
he Spirit of God in men’s lives, so low, and exalted 
1uman pride to such an extent that we can hardly find 
iny trace of the Christ life with many who profess to 
9e Christ’s children. That is saying a hard sentence, 
yut I stand ready to back it up by God’s eternal Word. 

So I say, that Sunday is a relic of paganism. Every 
lay of the week was devoted to the worship of some 
ye god. Sunday was the first day, and as the sun 
vas the biggest thing, they gave it the place of honor. 
And upon that first day of the week, they looked to 
he sun as the chief among their deities. I will now 
ead from Schaff’s Encyclopedia. Dr. Schaff is recog- 
ized as being an authority. He speaks as follows 
oncerning Sunday: ‘Sunday (dies Solis of the Roman 
alendar, ‘day of the sun’ because dedicated to the sun) 
he first day of the week, was adopted by the early 
yhristians as a day of worship. The ‘sun’ of Latin 
doration they interpreted as ‘Sun of righteousness.’ 
Jo regulations for its observance are laid down in the 
Jew Testament, nor, indeed, is its observance even 
njoined.” 

The pagan world was worshipping the sun. At the 
ime when Jesus was here, Apollo, the sun god, was 
upreme. In the Roman Pantheon, Apollo was first. 
ind when Jesus came to this world and began to 
reach the story of eternal love, it was not very long 
efore his teachings were brought into very radical 
ontrast and into most severe conflict with the pagan 
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ideas. But the power of love prevailed in men’s souls, 
and they began to leave the rites and ceremonies and 
formalities of the dead paganism, and yield themselves 
to the pleadings of the Spirit of God, and of Jesus as 
their Saviour. But after a little while, as the truth 
grew in power, and persecution became less and less 
severe, as multitudes joined the Christian church, we 
find that the simplicity of the Christ life and the plain, 
unvarnished truths of the gospel soon began to be for- 
gotten in the desire of men to be prominent, and to 
reap for themselves riches and honor. Paul, himself, 
you will remember, said that the mystery of iniquity 
already worked in his time. 

When the devil saw that all his efforts of hundreds 
of years were going to come to naught, his efforts to 
lead men away from God through the idols of pagan- 
ism; when he saw that Jesus Christ had conquered, 
and that the cross was mightier than all pagan myth- 
ology; he then began his nefarious scheme to bring in 
that very deity that they had been worshipping under 
the forms of paganism—right into the church. 

And when the early church grew in power, we find 
that, if you will read such histories as Milman, or Stan- 
ley’s “History of the Eastern Church,” or, in fact, any 
of the standard histories which tell of these times, 
when we come down to the second century, and before 
you get into the third century, there was a great deal 
of strife among the Christian bishops as to who should 
be the greatest. Eusebius of Nicomedia, Cyrus of 
Alexandra, Hosius of Cordova, and Sylvester of Rome, 
were the four leading bishops, each one claiming, on 
various grounds that he should be recognized as being 
the supreme bishop over all the rest. We find that 
each one had his followers; each one gathered about 
him a party that soon became a political party. 

Now, at this time, the majority of the world were 
still pagans, worshipping on Sunday, while the Chris- 
tians, following the teachings of the Bible, still wor- 
shipped God on the Sabbath day; so you see, that they 
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were divided on the day that they held to be the sacred 
day,—the pagans worshipping on the day of the sun, 
and the Christians worshipping on the seventh day. 
But paganism, while it had the majority, did not have 
the power. Christianity was rising; paganism was 
waning. And about this time we find that the strife 
.. between the various bishops had grown to such an 
extent that they began to do almost anything to get 
people to come andjoin them. If you have studied the 
progress of the early church, you will find that in their 
desire to get favor from the government; in their 
desire to build up their schemes and bishoprics, so that 
they would have more power; that these men, leaders 
in the church, allowed to come into the church all sorts 
of pagan practices. 


We might bring to your attention a number of 
examples of this, but time forbids; but I want simply 
to make the point that the efforts on the part of many 
of the leaders in the church back there, to get power 
and get authority, and to get wealth, caused them to 
let down the bars, and allow almost anything to come 
into the church. And I want to tell you, friends, that 
it is not very hard to believe that thing, because that 
is just what a lot of preachers are doing today. They 
are having moving picture shows, and fried cake 
parties, and donkey socials, and vanity fairs, and all 
sorts of things; and they bring these right into the: 
church, and because they sprinkle a little holy water 
on them, they think it makes it all right. And I want 
to tell you, friends, that I can not conceive of Jesus 
Christ running a ragtime concert, or Peter, or John 
selling ice cream at the gate of the beautiful temple, 
to get money to pay the priest’s wages. We have the 
same thing acted right over again today, just as it was 
back there, only in a little different form. And the 
plea is, “We must do something to attract the people,” 
just as though the Spirit of God had lost its power; 
just as though there was not the drawing and compell- 
ing force in the old, old story of the cross; just as 
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though God would call men to preach the gospel and 
then give them no power to persuade men. But when 
the gospel is lowered to the basis of dollars and cents, 
I am not surprised that they have to go to the devil to 
get their congregations. But when men are called of 
God to preach, if God calls them to preach to a half a 
dozen, that is a plenty; if to five hundred, he will get 
the five hundred for them. I am not saying that a 
man must havea mighty crowd. If he is called of 
God to preach, he will have succuss if he doesn’t do 
any better than Noah, who preached one hundred and 
twenty years and saved only seven besides himself. 
And yet, that was one of the greatest missionary 
campaigns that was ever held, for he got every honest 
soul that was alive. 


But in their efforts to gain power and prestige, there 
had all sorts of practices come in; and just about this 
time there came an element into paganism that was 
politic enough to see that it was time to act. And 
before I refer especially to that, I desire to read another 
abstract or two, to show you that paganism was find- 
ing its way into the church. I read from Milman’s 
“History of Christianity,” chapter 8, pages 176 to 179, 
standard edition. 

“But though it might enter into the imagination 
of an imperious and powerful sovereign to fuse 
together all these conflicting faiths, the new 
paganism was beginning to advance itself as the 
open and dangerous adversary of the religion of 
Christ.” 

What does Dean Milman mean by this new pagan- 
ism? It means that paganism, now whitewashed, was 
to be brought into the church, and he says that it 
began to be, and actually was, the most dangerous 
adversary of the religion of Jesus Christ. So without 
diverting from my subject, I want to say that the most 
dangerous adversaries to the cause of Jesus Christ, are 
not the atheists and the infidels that are on the outside, 
not these at all, but it is the paganism that is on the 
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inside of the church,—all these things that are finding 
a place in the church, because men say that they must 
do something to get the people. Let me read a little 
further. Mosheim bears testimony as follows: 

“The unlucky success which some had in dis- 
covering the carcasses and remains of certain holy 
early men, multiplied the festivals and commemo- 
rations of the martyrs in the most extravagant 
manner.” 

So it is today. Some people have wonderful success 
in discovering the shin bones of St. Anne, or an upper 
jaw of St. Elizabeth; and folks travel thousands of 
miles and spend much time and money to see them; 
but let me go on and read a little further : 

“The increase of these festivals would not, have 
been offensive to the wise and the good, if Chris- 
tians had employed the time they took up in pro- 
moting spiritual interests, and in forming habits of 
sanctity and virtue. But the contrary happened. 
These days which were set apart. for pious exer- 
cises, were squandered away in indolence, volup- 
tuousness, and criminal pursuits, and were less 
consecrated to God than employed in the indul- 
gence of sinful passions.” 

And this, he says, was right in the church. Then 
came Constantine, the first so-called Christian emperor. 
For three hundred years the church had been perse- 
cuted to a greater or less extent because of the opposi- 
tion of the pagans, who saw their religion declining. 
And then, as ] said, came Constantine. And Con- 
stantine was, indeed, a politician of the first water. 
I don’t believe the man ever had a spark of religion. 
The more I read about him, the more astute as a poli- 
tician does he appear, and thee ,Christian. And 
as he looks the situation ov. that 4g, Y | fs ? Br B) 
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of them was anxious to have the biggest place, and as 
he looks the situation over and realizes that if he could 
bring both elements together; cement together the 
divided factions in his empire, that he would bring to 
himself more power than had been enjoyed for a long 
time back. He heard the death knell of paganism; he 
saw that it was in the decline. He realized that Chris- 
tianity was king, and asa politician, he set himself about 
to bring the conflicting elementstogether. Regarding 
this, and regarding the efforts to artfully balance him- 
self between paganism and Christianity, Gibbon, the 
great historian, in his “Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire,” chapter 20, thus speaks : 

“He artfully balanced the hopes and fears of his 
subjects by publishing in the same year two edicts, 
the first of which enjoined the solemn observance 
of Sunday, and the second directed the regular 
consultation of the Aruspices.” 


Again, reading from Rev. George Eliott, out of that 
prize essay on the Sabbath, you will note the follow- 
ing: 

“To fully understand the provisions of this legis- 
lation, the peculiar position of Constantne must be 
taken into consideration. He was not free himself 
from all remains of heathen superstition. It seems 
certain that before his conversion, he had been 
particularly devoted to the worship of Apollo, the 
sun god. The problem before him was to legis- 
late for the new faith in such a manner as not to 
seem entirely inconsistent with his old practices, 
and not to come in conflict with the prejudices of 
his pagan subjects. These thoughts serve to ex- 
plain the peculiarities of the decrees. He names 
a day, not the Lord’s day, but the day of the sun, 
the heathen designation, and thus at once seeks 
to identify it with his former Apollo-worship. 
He excepts the country from the operation of the 


law, and thus avoids collision with his heathen 
subjects.” 
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This is simply to say that when Constantine was 
leaning toward Christianity, and claiming to be a 
Christian, he must not do anything that would hurt the 
feelings of his pagan subjects, and he didn’t want to 
be entirely inconsistent with his old position, that is, 
he wanted to be a pagan when he was helping the 
pagans, and appear to be a Christian when he was 
helping the Christians. So between the two, he names 
Sunday as a holy day. 

We find that as Constantine desired to be in favor 
with both sides, he got up a beautiful little vision. 
When the Roman senate wondered how it was that he 
had changed and was professing Christianity, instead 
of heathenism—and as we read that the entire Roman 
senate was very strongly pagan at that time—it was 
the great stronghold of paganism—so, when Constan- 
tine changed, he was obliged to give a reason to them 
for becoming a Christian, he did it by announcing that 
his conversion came after a vision which he had seen 
while marching from Gaul against Valerius. Gazing 
up into heaven, he had seen, he said, a tremendous 
flaming cross, with this inscription, “In hoc signo 
vince,’—“Under this sign conquer.” And so he 
thought that he had to take down the sign of the 
heathen, and put up the sign of the cross. 

Now we come to the first law ever given for the en- 
forcement of Sunday, and I will read the first edict 
that was ever given for this purpose, so far as we have 
any record of it, and the orginal of this is now in the 
Library of Harvard University : 

“Let all judges, people, and all artisans rest on 
the venerable day of the sun. But let those who 
are situated in the country freely and at full liberty 
attend to the cultivation of their fields ; because it 
often happens that no other day is so fit for sow- 
ing corn or planting vines; lest by neglecting the 
proper occasion they should lose the benefit grant- 
ed by divine bounty.” 

Given the 7th day of March, 321, Christus and Con- 
stantine being Consuls for the second tim~ 
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In the year 364, a council of the church was e€alled 
at Laodicea, and there a stringent law was passed by 
the church stating that Christians should not Judaize, 
and from that time on, Sunday grew into prominence. 
Constantine had now begun to takea hand in church 
affairs. He had brought the church into prominence 
in professing Christianity. The emperor was now a 
church leader, and he had to do something to satisfy 
the feelings of his pagan subjects, so he attempted to 
draw the church to the first day of the week, and thus 
make it easier for all the pagans to accept Christianity, 
and then enter the church. So now the day of the 
sun, became the day of the Sun of righteousness. 
The Christian bishops then endeavored to bring the 
pagans in en masse. Constantine after he was con- 
verted, used the law to compel people to join the 
church, and when they would not do it, then he offer- 
ed a new gown and a piece of money to every man 
who would dothat. But he soon found that this would 
not do, as it would cost too much; for they would go 
over to another town and do the same thing that they 
had done in their own town. He found that they were 
working this same graft game that we see today. 
Then he sent out regiments, and would surround a 
certain little village, and make all the people come out 
of the village, and his army would drive them down 
into the water for baptism, and in this way he made 
converts by the thousands. That is the way he made 
them. He was intent on joining the two factions, and 
the bishops were willing to co-operate in just such a 
performance. So you see the condition the church 
was in, and how easy it was to get the pagans into it. 
Finally, the Sabbath by sheer force was crushed, and 
the pagan day was instituted, and the church led by 
the Roman bishop, espoused the cause of Sunday all 
the way through, for by this time Rome was constitut- 
ed the supreme church. 
Now we bring the criminal into court and ask him, 
“Are you the guilty one? Did you authorize the 
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change of the Sabbath?” What does he say? Does 
the church of Rome attempt to show the change as the 
other churches of Christendom do? No. These 
churches will tell you that Sunday came because Christ 
rose from the dead on that day, or because his apostles 
changed the day, or something of that kind. But will 
the church of Rome say that? The Church of Rome 
’ comes out and says, “We changed the day, we are the 
people.” They confess to the fact. They say, “We 
are the power, and all you Protestants recognize our 
power by doing as we tell you. You claim that we are 
the beast, we are bad, that we are the scarlet woman 
of Revelation, and say that we are hell-born, and all 
that, and then you do the very thing exactly as we tell 
you to do.” But “to whom you yield yourselves ser- 
vants to obey, his servants ye are.” 


Let me read here a little from the “Doctrinal Cate- 
chism.” This little book is written by the Reverend 
Stephen Keenan, under the imprimatur of the John Car- 
dinal McCloskey, Archbishop of New York, and print- 
ed by P. J. Kennedy, of 5 Barclay St., New York. On 
page 101, there are these questions and answers: 


“Question : Have you any other proof that they 
are not guided by the Scripture?” 

“Answer: Yes; so many that we can not admit 
more than a mere specimen into this small work. 
They reject much that zs purely contained in Scrip- 
ture and profess more than is nowhere discovered in 
that Divine Book.” 

“Question: Give some examples of both.” 

“Answer: ‘They should, if the Scripture were 
their only rule, wash the feet of one another, accord- 
ing to the command of Christ in the thirteenth 
chapter of St. John;—They should keep, not the 
Sunday, but Saturday, according to the command- 
ments, ‘Remember thou, keep holy, the Seventh 
day.’ For this commandment has not, im Scrip- 
ture, been changed or abrogated.” 
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Then on page 174 of this same work, are the fellow- 
ing questions and answers ; 

“Question: Have you any other way of prov- 
ing that the church has power to institute festivals 
of precept?” 

“Answer: Had she not such power sie could 
not have done that in which all modern religion- 
ists agree with her—she could not have substituted 
the observance of Sunday, the first day of the 
week, for the observance of Saturday, the seventh 
day, a change for which there is no Scriptural 
authority.” 

What did she say the church had done? She had 
substituted the observance of Sunday, the first day of 
the week, for Saturday, the seventh day of the week. 

Some time ago I read a rabid challange by Priest 
Enright, of Kansas City, Missouri. I had no reason to 
disbelieve that it was not genuine, but always desiring 
to get things first-handed, I wrote to Mr. Enright and 
asked him if he had offered the money it was reported 
he had for the proof that the observance of Sunday 
could be proved from the Bible. I received in reply 
an autograph letter from him which I have and from 
which I will read. He says: 

“Dear Sir: 

“Your note received. I have offered and still 
offer $1,000 to any one who can prove to me from 
the Bible alone that I am bound under pain of 
grevious sin to keep Sunday holy. We keep Sun- 
day in obedience to the laws of the Catholic 
Church. The Church received from Christ the 
founder, the power to make laws binding in con- 
science. Ail Protestants obey, not the Bible, but 
the Holy Catholic Church alone. Those Protest- 
ants who keep Christmas, Easter, etc., (those who 
receive the writings of St. Luke and St. Mark as 
inspired) do so in obedience to the Catholic 
Church.” 

Then he closes with this statement: 
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“Pray and study. As long as you honestly seek 
the truth, I shall be glad to help you. 
“Yours respectfully, 
“T. ENRIGHT.” 


After this I wondered if the authority of the church 
would back him up. If I had thought that the Pope 
would have written to me, I would have addressed 
him ; but knowing that communications of this charac- 
ter usually find their place only in the waste basket, 
I wrote to the next one in authority, the Cardinal, and 
this is the letter that I received, and which is, like the 
other, an autograph letter. It is dated at the Cathe- 
dral in Baltimore, and addressed to me, and says: 

“Dear Sir: 

“In reply to your letter of inquiry addressed to 
his eminence, Cardinal Gibbons, I beg to say, first, 
that there is no Bible quthority for the observance 
of Sunday. Second, the observance of Sunday 
rests on the custom introduced by the early days 
of Christianity, sanctioned by the authority of the 
Church. Third, Father Enright’s offer, to which 
you refer, is his own individual action. The 
great body of Catholics have nothing to do with it 
asa body. But you can take up the offer. I send 
a little pamphlet by this mail. 

“Sincerely yours, 
“B. F. THOMAS.” 


When I was over in Great Britain, I went down the 
streets of Edinboro, about a third of a mile from where 
John Knox’s old church is located, on Lothian Road, 
on Sunday night, and there I saw, right under the 
shadow of that old church, a fine big fellow, one of 
the most magnificent specimens of physical humanity 
that I have ever seen. He was a magnificent man, 
had a very attractive personality, and he was standing 
on a box right there in the shadow of that church, up- 
holding the tenets of Catholicism. It is a fact that the 
law over there does not permit a Jesuit to step on 
British soil. Nevertheless, he was there, proclaiming 
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his doctrine, holding a meeting, and was not disturbed. 
Well, he put up a great fifteen foot cross behind 
where he was speaking, and made a very earnest plea. 
Inasmuch as he was recognized as authority among 
the Jesuits, I thought I would write to him, and so I 
addressed a letter to him, just to see whether or no 
these principles were on the other side of the water 
the same as they are here. I received from him the 
following reply : 


“Dear Sir: 


“Allow me to thank you for the brevity and lu- 
cidity of your kind letter, and also for the stamp, 
which helps in my very voluminous correspond- 
ence. Fr. Enright is perfectly safe in his chal- 
lenge. It has been made times without number, 
sometimes by itself, sometimes combined with the 
question of infant baptism, for which there is no 
warrant in holy script. First, is there any Bibli- 
cal proof, etc. ?” 


“Answer: Absolutely none.” 


“Question: Does the Roman Catholic Church 
claim authority, etc. ?” 


“Answer: Most emphatically,shedoes. There 
are two great time reforms introduced into the 
Christian world by the Western See of Rome, first 
the elimination of the Jewish Sabbath, or Satur- 
day. The great maxim of the western church, 
formulated most distinctly by Pope St. Victor I, at 
the end of the second Century, was, Let not 
Christians copy the method of Judaism. Second, 
the abolition of the Jewish Passover kept on the 
evening of the fourteenth day of Nisan, a date 
determined by the new moon in favor of the 
Christian Easter, which is fixed by a certain full 
moon occurring after the equinox. In this contro- 
versy, the western church triumphed over the 
whole of the east, which clung tenaciously to the 
day above mentioned. The General Council of 
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Ephesus and Calcedon, attended by eastern and 
western bishops settled the question finally.” 


“Third: Have Protestants any warrant, etc. ?” 


“Answer: On the Protestant principle of the 
Bible alone, none. These two great reforms 
which they have always accepted are dead against 
their principles. They have to choose between 
this unwarranted theory, and the unanimous con- 
sent of Christendom. Choosing the latter, which 
they could not practically oppose, they had to re- 
pudiate the former. Their procedure was, of 
course, inconsistent, but what could they do? To 
plead guilty to inconsistency would be to abandon 
their fundamental principle and to admit the au- 
thority of the church which they were determined 
to break away from. Hence this gross anomaly 
still survives.” 


“IT hope I am clear, but I am very tired, and 
writing after midnight. 
“Yours sincerely, 
“M. POWERS, S. J.” 


So you see we have autograph letters from the high- 
est authority that we can goto. We ask thecriminal, 
“Are you guilty, or not guilty?” And he says, “Iam.” 
God’s Word said that they would do it, and you know 
that it has been done, and the criminal says himself 
that he has done it. You cannot find a Protestant de- 
nomination that will acknowledge that they did it; you 
cannot find a word in the Bible that Jesus or the apos- 
tles did it; every history of value tells us that it can 
not be found in the book; now what are you going to 
do? If Jesus didn’t do it, if the apostles didn’t do it, 
and if there is not one of the Protestant Churches that 
will even claim that it did it; if the Church of Rome 
says, “We are the people,” the question, beloved, for 
you and me, is whether or not we are going to get on 
God’s side, or whether or not we are going to yield 
ourselves to the mandates of Rome. 
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I have no time tonight to prove it, but it is my 
opinion that the Church of Rome is the most stupen- 
dous counterfeit that the devil has ever worked off in 
all the history of this world—a counterfeit to lead men 
away from God. God has said that the Sabbath was 
a sign of His power; and now comes the Church of 
Rome and says, We have changed it. I ask you by ail 
that is true and right, whether or not you are going to 
be Protestants and stand on the Bible ground, and 
take the Word of God, and that alone, or whether or 
not you are going to yield yourselves to obey a power 
that itself has acknowledged that it has departed from 
the plain spirit of the fourth commandment. What 
are you going to do about it? May the Spirit of truth, 
that Comforter that is given to lead men into all truth, 
be so allowed to work on every heart that we may 
say, God helping me, I will be a Protestant, through 
and through. I will take His Word as the man of my 
counsel. I will believe His Word, and walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, and may God help us to get 
on His side. 


IV 
‘THE FALSE AND THE TRUE 


“How long halt ye between two opinions? If the 
~ Lord be God, follow him: ** Baal, then follow him.” 

These words recorded in the first book of Kings, 
eighteenth chapter, twenty-first verse, were spoken on 
the memorable occasion when Elijah met the children 
of Israel, led by eight hundred and fifty false prophets, 
on Mount Carmel. 

Israel had departed from God, and, led by Ahab and 
Jezebel, they had gone to worshipping Baal, on Baal’s 
day, and that is Sunday, the first day of the week, for 
Baal was the name of the sun. 

They were worshipping Baal, and had forsaken God 
and the true worship that had been handed down to 
them by their forefathers, and when the servant of 
God, Elijah, saw they had forsaken God; when he 
labored with them to bring them back to eternal truth 
and faith; when he realized that some great disaster 
must come upon them to bring them to their senses, 
he asked God to hold the windows of heaven, that no 
rain might fall, and God heard his prayer and answered. 
Months passed into years, season after season elapsed, 
and they had no rain. Some way or other Ahab real- 
ized that Elijah was in some way or other back of it 
all, and he began to look for him. He sent out his 
scouts and messengers from one end of the kingdom 
to the other. They would hear that the servant of God 
was in such a place, but when they got there he had 
just gone. And they chased him hither and yon, and 
they could not catch him. A price was put on his 
head. But aservant of Ahab, by the name of Obadiah 
who was serving God quietly, but did not dare to come 
out openly and tell that he was on the side of Jehovah, 
secretly did what he could to forward the cause of 
God. One day this man, Obadiah, was met by Elijah. 
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This was now in the third year of the drought, and 
when Elijah saw him, he said, “You go and tell Ahab 
that I am going to see him today—tell him I am here.” 
But Obadiah replied, “Oh no, you can not do that with 
me. I know all about this; I have been watching the 
trend of events, and if I should go and tell Ahab what 
you have asked me to say, and he would come, and 
you not be here, then off would come my head.” 


But the man of God said, “As the Lord liveth, I will 
meet him here; I will be here. Don’t worry about 
your head, Obadiah, itis all right. I will give you my 
word that I will be here.” And so Obadiah hastened 
and told his master, “Lo, Elijah is here.” Immediately, 
Ahab, surrounded by his train of courtiers, his leading 
generals and masters of armies, set out to get hold of 
Elijah. They thought that if they could get him and 
wring his neck, that they would bring him to time, and 
they would then have rain. 


Some people think they can do that. They think if 
they can get hold of some child of God, and make it 
hard for him, it will make the Lord come to terms. 
Just imagine that picture, as Ahab, with a mighty ret- 
inue, came on their way to meet Elijah. They came 
forth with all the tinsel and pomp of Oriental grand- 
eur; they came with all the glittering gold and trap- 
pings of that people. Their bright armor flashed and 
scintillated in the sunlight. Courageous, indeed, did 
they look. And yet here stands a man in the road 
dressed in a long gown of the prophets, humbly wait- 
ing for them. On they came; hurriedly now, and as 
Ahab looked ahead and saw Elijah standing there, he 
said, “That is the man, in very truth.” And he 
gave orders to his charioteers, and they ran on ahead, 
and came quickly to where Elijah was standing. But 
before the men got to him, Ahab, with fiercest denun- 
ciation in his tone, said, “Art thou he that troubleth 
Israel?” Ah, friend, if Elijah had not had any more 
backbone than some professed chidren of God, his 
knees would have smote together and he would cer- 
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tainly have been in dismay. But he was not made of 
that kind of stuff. 


But when the denunciatory tone of the king was 
- heard, and when it called all that mighty throng of 
watriors to back him up, Elijah stood there, calmly, 
and in the most confident manner, he said, “No, I am 
’ not he that troubleth Israel, but thou and thy father’s 
house, in that thou hast forsaken God.” 


There was something in that response, some power 
in Elijah that made the king stop. And oh, what a 
wonderful scene to see that king ofall the land, parley- 
ing with Elijah to go to Mt. Carmel, and settle the ques- 
tion of whether God was God, or whether Baal was 
God. I will not take time to go into the details, only 
just to mention a few brief facts. How they went — 
down with four hundred and fifty of the prophets of 
Baal, and four hundred other prophets, and the court- 
iers went from one end of Israel to the other, and a 
great gathering, a multitude almost innumerable, stood 
on the top of, and around, Mt. Carmel. On the one 
side there were multitudes of people, and on the other 
side stood Elijah alone. Oh, no, not alone, for God 
was withhim. Standing there simply with God. And 
Elijah said, “Now we will make the altars.” And the 
prophets of Baal built up their altars, and Elijah built 
his, and when the sacrifice was placed upon it, he said, 
“Go ahead, and let him be God that will answer by 
fire.” And they cried, “Oh, Baal, hear us! Oh, Baal, 
hear us!” And this cry they kept up from morning 
till noon, but there was no response. And then Elijah 
taunted them, “Why, you are not crying loud enough. 
Maybe he has gone fishing. Call him louder. Per- 
haps he is asleep. Make more noise.” And in their 
agony, and in their desire to get some response, 
they cut themselvses with knives until the blood 
gushed forth on the sacrifice. But Baal didn’t hear 
them. How could he? Then as evening drew on, 
Elijah had a ditch dug around his altar, and in this he 
poured water until it was full ; he poured on twelve bar- 
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rels, as much as to say that he was not going to give 
them any opportunity to say that it was by some 
sleight of hand, some hocus pocus by which the sacri- 
fice was consumed; so he drenched it, and then in a few 
words he said, “Lord, let them know if you are God.” 
And as that vast throng was gathered there, the words 
of the text were given, “How long halt ye between two 
opinions? If God be God, serve Him; If Baal be 
God, serve ye him.” 


And as back there in Baal’s day, the cry went out 
that men should chose whom they would serve, even so 
today, in the message that goes forth with the spirit 
and power of Elijah, men are being called upon to take 
their stand for or against Baal. God is calling on 
men to decide. Even today throughout the length and 
breadth of this whole land, there is going forth the 
message to get on God’s side, if he is God. And do 
you know that all down through the ages, man has 
been called upon to make a choice, to determine defin- 
itely whether he would stand for God and God’s truth, 
or whether, like those back in Elijah’s time, he would 
go with thecrowd. Oh, yes, it was popular to serve 
Baal; the king served Baal; the queen served Baal; 
the whole court served Baal; eight hundred and fifty 
priests and prophets served Baal; all Israel served 
Baal. It wasa popular thing, but, was itright? You 
know the story, how that God proved that he was 
God; how fire came down and burned up that sacrifice 
and burned up the altar, and licked up the water, and 
burned up even the stones; everything was consumed 
by his power. 


And do you know that all down through the ages, 
the devil has tried to bring up something, raise up 
something that would lead men away from the truth, 
something that would be big, something that might 
look all right, something that would lead men away 
from God and life? Did you ever stop to think that 
almost everything that is of any account in this world 
is counterfeited? Did you ever stop to think that 
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there is hardly anything that is worth much, but just 
about as soon as it is introduced, some man looks at it 
and says, “That is a fine thing ; there is money in that. 
I will get up something that looks like that, and I will 
get some of the returns myself. There is no use of 
letting one man, because he is the originator of it, get 
all there is in it. I will introduce something that 
most folks will think is just like that.” And you know 
that all about us om every hand we see the admonition, 
“Be sure you get the genuine, the only original.” “Be 
sure you see our name blown on the bottle.” “Be 
sure you see our signature.” “Be sure you see our 
trademark.” “Don’t take anything but the genuine.” 


Ah, yes, on every hand good things are being counter- 
feited. You never heard of a man counterfeiting bad 
things. Whoever heard of a man trying to counterfeit a 
plugged nickel? Just as soon as a good thing is intro- 
duced, somebody comes along and tries to make some- 
thing that is “just as good.” That is, they think they 
do. And because that is so, almost every civilized 
nation under heaven has what it calls copyright or 
patent laws, which give to the originator or inventor 
of anything, the sole right to manufacture and sell it. 
And the governments give to that man the right to put 
his trademark on that thing so that people will know 
that it is the genuine article. And when any man 
invents anything and manufactures it, the government 
allows him to pick out his trademark or stamp for his 
goods, providing he does not take a mark that has 
been used by another. The government doesn’t say 
that the article is good or bad; simply, “You have 
invented it; you can have the right tosellit. Youcan 
put on it your own trademark” ; and they issue letters 
of patent which give him the sole privilege to manu- 
facture and sell. 


Did you ever stop to think that that is just as true 
in the religious world as it is in the world of science? 
Just as true in the realm.of spiritual things as in tem- 
poral things? Do you know that the enemy of souls 
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has all through the ages been doing his best to produce 
a counterfeit to lead men away from God, and make 
men believe that there is something that will do just 
as well as following the words of eternal truth? Did 
you know that the very best thing, the biggest thing 
in all this universe has been counterfeited by the devil? 
Well, the best thing in all this universe is God himself, 
and we have a statement over here in the book of 
Ezekiel that I want to read on this point, a very plain, 
simple statement, found in the nineteenth verse of the 
twentieth chapter: “I am the Lord your God; walk in 
my statutes ; keep my judgments, and do them.” 


That’s plain, and do you know that the devil has 
gotten up a counterfeit upon that? Ah, yes, you say, 
there are thousands of counterfeits. The idols of the 
heathen nations are all counterfeit, and the devil 
knows that the people in this age of the world are not 
going to be misled by little hunks of wood and stone. 
The counterfeit that the great enemy of souls has 
introduced is not the heathen idol. Just as a man 
who makes a counterfeit, tries to have it look just as 
near like the original as it can be, so does the devil in 
the counterfeit that he has made. He has made that 
counterfeit just as near like the original as can be. He is 
not asking us to bow down to the little Chinese joss. 
No, no. But as we study the Word of God, we find 
that the counterfeit, with which the devil is trying to 
lead men away from God, is something that is found 
right in the church. Let me call your attention to the 
words of the Apostle Paul in the second chapter 
of Thessalonians, beginning with the first verse. 


“Now, we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you by any means; for that day shall 
not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who 
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opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God, sitteth 
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 


What is that? That sounds to me very much like a 
counterfeit. Before the second coming of Jesus Christ, 
says the Apostle Paul, there will arise a power, that 
man of sin, that son of perdition, and where will we 
find it? We will find it in the temple of God. Right 
in the very church of God. In Zion’ itself. -Not 
among the heathen nations—you need not go to the 
Vedas of India, or the Buddhists of China, but right in 
the church of God, you will find this power that 
opposeth and exalteth itself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped, so that he as God, sitteth 
in the temple of God, and showeth himself that he is 
God. 

Do you mean to say that there is such a power right 
in the church? I am not saying anything. I am 
telling you exactly what the apostle said. He said 
that the last day would not come until this thing was 
revealed : that you would find it right in the church. 
And now I ask whether or not, as we look Christendom 
over for such a power, it can be found? We do not 
need to go to heathen lands. It is not there that it is 
to be found, but within the church. 

But do we find such a power in Christendom, that 
is called God, or that is worshipped? Do we find any 
power in the church of God that calls himself God? 
It is a fearful charge, but the Apostle Paul made 
it away back there in the first century, and now we 
have been preaching that we are living just before 
Jesus is to come. If that is true, if the signs of the 
times have not failed us, then, beloved, we must find 
somewhere in Christendom, a fulfilment of this pro- 
phecy of Paul.. He says before Christ comes, you will 
find it, and if the signs of the times are true, and the 
king is at the door, then somewhere in Christendom, 
we will find the power that as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 
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Let me read from the dispatches furnished by Pope 
Martin V to his ambassador in Constantinople. And 
whatever I read in the way of authority, no matter 
what it is, I give it to you as standard Roman 
Catholic authority. It is never fair to take what 
an opponent of a man says about that man as true. 
It is not fair to take the witness of enemies to con- 
demn you. If you want to judge a man, judge him 
on his own utterances. That is fair, and if we do, 
there can be absolutely no contradiction. I read 
(speaking of himself) : 


“The most holy, and most happy, who is the 
arbiter of heaven, and the lord of the earth, the 
successor of St. Peter, the anointed of the Lord, 
the master of the Universe, the Father of Kings, 
the Light of the World.” 


Modest fellow, indeed! Here is a man that calls 
himself the anointed of the Lord, the master of the 
universe, the father of kings, the light of the world. 


Again I read from Baronius Annals, giving a canon 
of Pope Gregory, VII: 


“All princes should kiss the foot of the. Pope. 
To him it belongs to dethrone emperors. His will 
alone none may oppose, he may annul the judg- 
ment of all mankind. The Pope cannot be judged 
by any man. The Roman Church never erred, 
and never can err.” 


What blasphemy! Now, I don’t want any of you 
to go away from here, and say that that is what the 
preacher said. That it is some obsolete, antiquated 
custom that was in vogue back in the middle ages 
only. For, even today, no matter who he may be, no 
man can get an audience with the pope unless he is 
willing to bow and kiss the golden embroidered cross 
on the toe of the pope. And even some who have 
been our own presidents of the United States, have 
been willing to do that in order to get an audience. 
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That is assuming prerogatives that belong to God and 
to Him only. 


From Augustus Triumphus, the famous Romish 
author, in his Pref. Sum. of John 22, are the following 
words: 


“The Pope’s power is infinite. The Pope is all 
in all, and above all, so that God himself, and the 
Pope, the vicar of God, are but one consistory.” 


Again, I read from “Rome as It Is,” page 180, the 
conclusion of Dr. Gustianni’s ordination letter, as 
follows: 


“Given in Rome, from our palace, the 10th day 
of February, 1817, the XIV. Jurisdiction of the 
Most Holy Pontiff and Father in Christ, and Lord 
our God, the Pope, Leo, XII., etc.” 


“Lord God, the Pope,” here it is “He as God, sitteth 
in God’s temple, showing himself that he is God.” 
And he says that he is one substance with the Eternal. 
He is master of the universe; his power is infinite, and 
that he cannot make mistakes. 


Yes, it is only a few years ago, comparatively, with- 
in the recollection of many hearers before me, in that 
great ecumenical council in 1870, when the bishops of 
Rome gathered there, several hundred of them, all 
claiming that they were apt to make mistakes, voted 
that one of their number, Pope Pius the IX, was 
infallible. 


Now, friends, we have the beginning of a very 
remarkable Scriptural parallel. First, the Lord says, 
“I am the Lord, your God;” on the other hand we 
have a power brought into the church, the devil’s own 
representative, the greatest counterfeit that was ever 
palmed off on Christendom, calling himself, “Lord, 
God, the Pope,” and we will follow this parallel and 
find where the Word of God leads us to. I made the 
statement in my prefatory remarks that when a man 
invented a thing, the government gave him a right to 
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put a trademark on that thing to show that“t is 
genuine. That is just as true in this matter as in any 
other. To the children of Israel, He said, “I am the 
Lord which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, 
and J havea trademark, I have a sign to show that I 
am God, so that when people examine my claims, they 
will know that I am all right.” And so I read in the 
next verse: 

“IT am the Lord, your God; walk in my statutes; 
keep my judgments, and do them, and hallow my 
Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign between me and 
you that you may know that I am the Lord, your God.” 

What is that? Oh, He says, “Keep my Sabbath, for 
that is the sign that Iam God.” How is the Sabbath 
a sign that He is God? The Apostle Paul discovered 
that argument and used it mightily when he spoke to 
the men at Athens, as he was telling them of the 
falsity of the many idols he had seen as he passed up 
the way to the Areopagus. He says, “As I passed by, 
I saw an inscription, To the unknown God. Him 
whom ye ignorantly worship, declare I unto you. 
The God that I preach to you is the one that made the 
heaven ; that made the world and all things therein.” 
In this he quoted from the fourth commandment to 
prove that God was God. The Lord himself said to 
do that. “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.” Why? “Because in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth and all that in them is, and rested 
on the seventh day.” Thus the Sabbath is a sign that 
He is God. It is the sign that shows His power to 
create; it is the sign that shows He is the one that 
should be worshipped. 

So the Lord says, “I will have a trademark; it is the 
Sabbath that points out who Iam.” Now we ask the 
Romanist, “Have you anything to point out that you 
are the true church? Is there any possible way that 
you can show that you have power to save, that you 
are the ones that men ought to worship?” Ah, let me 
read from this Doctrinal Catechism. I called your 
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attention to this same book last week, under the 
imprimatur of the Archbishop of New York, published 
by the Catholic Excelsior Publishing Co., 5 Barclay St., 
New York City: 

“Question: Have you any other way of proving 
that the church has power to institute festivals of 
precept ?” 

Note the question. There is so much in that 
question. 

“Answer: Had she not such power she could 
not have done that in which all modern religionist 
agree with her. She could not have substituted 
the observance of Sunday, the first day of the 
week, for the observance of Saturday, the seventh 
day, the change for which there is no Scriptural 
authority.” 

What is the sign that Rome claims shows that she 
has power and authority? That she is the church 
that all men must yield to? What is the mark that 
Rome says is the sign of her authority? Answer— 
The very fact of changing the Sabbath from Saturday 
to Sunday which Protestants allow. Then we have 
that autograph letter that we read before. I will 
quote from it again. 

“We keep Sunday in obedience to the laws of 
the Catholic Church. The Church received from 
Christ, her founder, power to make laws binding 
in conscience. All Protestants obey not the Bible, 
but the Holy Catholic Church alone.” 

That, then, is the sign of her authority. But do 
they really say that the Sabbath is their mark? When 
you come to a man and say, “Did you make that 
article?” He says, “Yes, I did.” “That is a genuine 
thing, then?” “Yes, it is.” “Is that your trademark ?” 
“Yes, itis.” “Who picked it out?® “I picked it out. 
It is mine, my own trademark. Who would do it, if I 
didn’t?” Does the government say, “Here, we will 
give you a patent right and pick out a trademark for 
you?” Nota bit of it. Every man who invents and 
manufactures anything has a right to pick out his own 
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trademark, so long as he does not take that belonging 
to some one else. The government gives him that 
right. So the Catholic Church has a right to make its 
own trademark. What business would I have to say, 
“I will pick out a trademark for you; I will let you 
have holy water,” or “I will let you have Mariolatry, 
or purgatory.” “No sir,” they say, “We do not accept 
those things as our trademark; we have a trademark 
and you Protestants accept it, and that shows that you 
recognize that we are all right.” 

Some people come and say, “Do you think that 
Rome is the beast?” I know it is. God’s Word has 
laid down the truth so plainly, so positively that no 
one can get away from it. Well then, what is the 
mark of the beast? I say, “Do not ask me. Ask the 
beast. It should know.” 

I am not the one to say what their mark is. They 
should know. If a man has manufactured some 
article, you don’t go to his neighbor, a mile away and 
say, “What is that man’s trademark?” If Brother 
Spencer here, were manufacturing some patented arti- 
cle, I would not go over to Brother Curtis to find out 
what Brother Spencer’s trademark was. I would go 
to him. So I will ask the beast right here, and see 
what this mark is, and that will put us right on the 
question. And we will put this query right to the 
counterfeit in the church. 

Question. What is your mark? God says the 
Sabbath is his true mark; and just note this, beloved, 
that whenever a man gets up a counterfeit, he always 
makes it look as nearly like the original as he possibly 
can. Do you know that? He does it up in the same 
sort of a package. He ties it with the same kind 
of string, and puts the same sort of a label on it, just 
as big, and makes it cost pretty nearly the same, not 
quite, only a little less so that we will get it. So we 
ask the Catholic Church, “What is your trademark ?” 
Do they say, “This string of beads?” Oh, no, that 
don’t look enough like the genuine. Is it sprinkling 
infants? Oh, no, nor will they say that it is pur- 
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gatory or invocation of saints. That is not their 
trademark. No, not at all. They get up something 
just as near like the true as they possibly can, and 
when God says the Sabbath is His trademark, they 
take the very nearest thing in the line of days that 
they can get, the very next day, and they say, “That 
is our trademark.” Here is a letter from the office of 
Cardinal Gibbons, to Mr. J. F. Snyder, of Bloomington, 
Illinois. It reads as follows: 

“Dear Sir : 

“Of course the Catholic Church claims that the 
change was her act. It could not have been other- 
wise, as no one in those days would have dared to 
act in anything spiritual, and without her consent, 
and the act is a mark of her ecclesiastical power 
and authority in religious matters. 

“Yours truly, 
“WILLIAM REWDAY, 
“Secretary to the Cardinal.” 

They have a right to tell what their trademark is, 
and they say that Sunday is the mark of their ecclesi- 
astical power and authority. Ah, friends, here we have 
the second step: God says, “I am the Lord, your God, 
and the Sabbath is the sign that shows it; on the other 
hand, we have “Lord God the Pope,” and the claim 
that Sunday is the sign that shows them right. But 
God says, “I will save my people.” And he tells us 
how. He says, “Repent, believe and be baptized,” and 
again, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” But 
do you know that wherever the Bible says, “repent” 
the Douay Version, the Catholic Bible says, “do 
penance” ? 

Ah, friends, there is a lot of difference. Jehovah 
says, “Come unto me, all that are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” But the Catholic church says 
there is salvation only in and through their church; 
their priests; their confessional; their extreme unction ; 
their penance and their popes. They tell you that if 
you have been baptized in the church it is all right, but 
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unless you have in birth, or life, or death, been a mem- 
ber of their church, there is no hope for you. You 
will go down, down into the torment of the bad. They 
won’t even give you a passport through purgatory. 
But friends, what a difference there is between salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ, and the salvation through 
this counterfeit that the devil has brought into the 
church. Says God, “The Sabbath is a sign that I am 
the Lord, you should worship me. This is my trade- 
mark. Iwill save my people.” On the other hand we 
have the church of Rome, which says, “I am the Lord 
God, the pope; my power is infinite; I am the light of 
the world ; you can not get salvation but through the 
church; Sunday is the sign to all that we have the 
power.” But, says God, “I take my people and sanc- 
tify them and they will have salvation.” Then He 
tells us in this same chapter of Ezekiel, that the Sab- 
bath which is the sign of His power to create, He will 
put upon every one that He sanctifies and saves. 

The twelfth verse of this chapter reads, “Moreover, 
I gave them my Sabbath to be a sign between me and 
them, that they might know that Iam the Lord that 
sanctifies them.” What is that? Not only is the Sab- 
bath a sign that He is God, but it is a sign that He is 
sanctifying his people; it isa sign that He created, and 
it is the sign of recreation. It is not only the sign 
that God brought the world into existence, but it is a 
sign that the same power is set to purify His children, 
and bring them forth clean and ready for eternity. 

On the other hand, how do you prove that the 
church has the power to institute festivals of precept? 
Ah, that is it. The Protestants do as we say; they 
keep the day we set forth as the Sabbath, and 
therefore recognize our power to save. 

Here is the Lord with His sign, the Sabbath, which 
He has given as a pledge that He will save His people. 
On the other hand, here is “Lord God the Pope,” with 
his sign, his own trademark that he has picked out 
himself, and he says, “I will save my people through 
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works, instead of through faith,” and he says that Sun- 
day is the sign of that power. 

There is one more step to which I want to call your 
attention before we close tonight. I turn to the book 
of Revelation, and we have there a statement concern- 
ing the sign of God. In the sixth chapter of Revela- 
tion, in the latter part of the chapter, there is drawn a 
picture of the second coming of Christ. ‘“The heavens 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together and 
every island fled out of its place, and the kings of the 
earth and the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bond 
man, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the 
mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us; fall on us. 
Hide us from Him that sitteth on the throne, from 
the wrath of the Lamb; for the day of His wrath is 
come and who shall be able to stand.” Note the ques- 
tion, “Who shall be able to stand?” A question, dear 
friends, that comes home to every one of us. Who 
will be able to stand in that day? The next two 
verses tell: 

“And after these things I saw four angels standing 
on the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow upon 
the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw 
another angel ascending from the east, having the seal 
of the living God; and he cried with a loud voice to the 
four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth 
and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, the sea, nor 
the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God 
in their foreheads.” 

These are they who will stand in the great day of 
His wrath. Those who are sealed with God’s mark. 
They have God’s trademark on them, and it is an 
evidence of a good work in their lives. They are 
genuine. Their lives have been purified by the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God. God says, “I gave the Sab- 
bath as a sign of that. I will save my people; I will 
sanctify my people. I will make my people holy, and 
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the Sabbath shall be a sign of it all.” Who will stand 
in the final crisis? Those that God has been at work 
with. Those whose lives have been changed by His 
creative power. Those men and those women who 
are the product of the Almighty; those are the ones 
that will stand. This is the end of the parallel on one 
side. Is there an end to the story on the other side? 
It is sad to dwell upon, but it is in God’s Word. We 
will refer to it briefly. You cannot scare men into be- 
ing good; you can scare some into being first-class 
hypocrites; but you can not scare them into being 
right at heart. But here is what God says: Rev. 
14:9. 

“And the third angel followed, saying with a loud 
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
. indignation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamb; and the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever;:and they have no 
rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whosoever received the mark of his name.” That 
is the end of that side of the story. They picked out 
their trademark. They told us what it is, and as I 
said, I have no right to dispute it. You know their 
words: “Sunday is the mark of our authority. That is 
the way we prove we have the power to institute festi- 
vals.” But God says, “If you accept this mark, if you 
get the mark of the beast, you will drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God which is poured out without mix- 
ture into the cup of his indignation.” Now, don’t you — 
go away from here and say that the preacher up there 
at the tabernacle said that keeping Sunday was the 
worship of the beast, and that they would go into ever- 
lasting perdition. 

“But you don’t mean to say that everybody that 
keeps Sunday is going to be lost?” No, no. I know 
the Word of God says that the times of ignorance God 
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winks at. But now He calls on men everywhere to re- 
pent. And I know another thing, too—that if a man 
is walking in the best light that God has given him, 
and is looking for more light, God will take care of 
that man. 

But when God has brought out these parallels so 
plainly before us, and tells us that right in the church 
is where the counterfeit will be found, to lead men 
away from the truth, it is the duty of every child of 
God to know whether or not he is on God’s side. Oh, 
beloved, now comes that scene on Carmel’s heights 
again. Now comes to us the question, How long halt 
ye between two opinion? If God be God, then follow 
him. But if “Lord God the Pope,” with all of his blas- 
phemous doctrines, with his persecution of the saints, 
be God ; if their attempt to change the law of God, as 
was proved last Sunday night, is right; if all these 
things mark the church of Rome as being God’s own 
church, then follow that body. ~ 

But do not try to get away from the real issue, and 
say that you are the people of God, and at the same 
time bow down continually to worship at the shrine of 
Roman Catholicism. To whom ye yield yourselves to 
obey, his servants ye are, and if you do as Rome tells 
you, you are labelled with his trademark, and God 
says, You are his servants. Call yourselves what you 
may ; claim to be Protestants in the loudest tones, but 
if you are worshipping the power of Rome, if you have 
Rome’s trademark on you, you will have to pass as a 
product of Rome. That trademark tells the story. 

God says that when you find His mark, His sign, His 
seal on a man, that is evidence that He will not bring 
upon that man the trials that are coming upon the 
earth in the last days; but if the sign or the mark of 
the beast is upon him; if he has that trademark, that 
man will have to suffer the consequences. 

And now, I want to say that it isn’t the intrinsic 
value of one day over another. There are just as many 
minutes in Sunday as there are in Saturday: just as 
much time to worship on the first day as on the sev- 
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enth—it is not the question of the intrinsic value of a 
given day, but it is of loyalty to God—whether you 
are on God’s side or whether you are on the side of the 
counterfeit. 

But, I hear some one say, do you expect to go to 
heaven just because you keep Saturday? Not a bit of 
it. And there are some people who try to throw that 
back at Sabbath keepers. Do you think you are going 
to heaven just simply because you keep Saturday as 
the Sabbath? Oh, no. We keep Saturday instead of 
Sunday for the reason that God says that is a mark of 
our loyalty to him, that He has been at work in our 
lives ; not that we expect to gain eternity by keeping 
one day above another, but when we know that He 
- has reached down into the very defilement of our lives 
and brought us out of sin and degradation, when we 
know that power to save; we can be glad and rejoice. 
And, dear friends, I thank God that He has a sign, 
that He is working in our hearts and lives, that He is_ 
changing these hearts and lives. It is a question then 
of whether or not we are willing to let God come in, 
and work in our lives as He should, and then label us 
as the product of His hands. 

Now, don’t get the idea that I am trying to claim 
that everybody that keeps the seventh day of the week 
is all right, that God is going to save them irrespective 
of anything else. There are many people that are 
marked with God’s truth that are not true to him, 
but the time will come when their work will be 
manifest. 

But because there are some who are false to their 
profession let not that be an excuse why we should 
not submit ourselves to Him and allow His Spirit to 
control our lives, and then when we know that we are 
indeed His, and find ourselves in harmony with all His 
revealed will, and with His mark upon us, then we will 
be candidates for a place in His Kingdom. 

May God grant that we may all be found at His 
right hand when He comes to reward every man ac- 
.cording as his work shall be. 
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Joel 2:1: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, 
for it is nigh at hand.” 

All through God’s dealings with His children, it has 
been His practice whenever any special matter of great 
import was to take place, to send messages to His peo- 
ple to get them ready for these important times. And 
the work of the messengers of God is to give the warn- 
ing cry, that the people of this earth may understand 
these things which, in God’s providence, are to come 
to pass on the earth, 

Some people have a notion that the ministry is just 
the same as most any other job; that a minister takes 
up preaching as his particular line of business, and if 
he is a good actor, and can draw a good crowd, he 
ought to get a good salary ; and if he does not, he is 
just the same as a failure in any other line. And it is 
altogether a too generally accepted fact, that men who 
have certain qualities, and certain training, and certain 
characteristics, can make good as preachers because 
of the education they have received; because of the 
natural characteristics with which they were born. 
But do you know, beloved, if there is anybody on earth 
that I pity, it is a preacher that hasn’t a message from 
God. And when I hear a man trying to fill up time, 
so that he can fill up his purse, I think he ought to 
go and plow corn, instead of trying to preach Christ. 

And when a people are called out, that people are 
called out because God has business for them to do. 
And just as soon as the people, just the same as the 
preacher, lose their message, then they had better take 
down their sign, and get converted over again. And 
if it ever comes—which God forbid it ever will,—that 
Seventh-day Adventists do not have a definite, and a 
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special message to the world—well, I know that ‘when 
that time comes, God will have somebody else to carry 
the message, because it will go anyhow. So, today, 
representing Seventh-day Adventists, I claim that we 
are different, at least in one respect, mightily different, 
from a great many sects and religions on earth. 

We hear people say that there are a great many 
sects, many beliefs, that they are all good, and it 
doesn’t make much difference which one you belong to. 
Iam free to admit that, considering a great many theo- 
logical “isms” of Christendom, it doesn’t make much 
difference which one you belong to. But representing 
Seventh-day Adventists tonight, I claim that we area 
people with a message; that we have a given work to 
do, commissioned of God, and that that work is as defi- 
nitely foretold in the Word of God as was the work of 
John the Baptist ; that God has called this people out, 
and has commissioned them with a work to do. I 
freely admit that there are many whose names are in 
the rolls of churches of Seventh-day Adventists, 
whose lives do not seem to indicate that they realize 
that they have a message. And I am not for a mo- 
ment claiming that every one who bears the name of a 
Seventh-day Adventist is doing God’s great work. 
But that does not alter, the fact that God has called 
out a people, has raised up a people, and given them a 
special work to do at a special time, for a special 
object. 

The second letter of Peter, first chapter and twelfth 
verse introduces a phrase that I wish to emphasize: 
“Wherefore, I will not be negligent to put you always 
in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, 
and be established in the present truth.” The term 
that I would particularly emphasize here is the term 
“present truth.” 

Now there are some things that are always true; 
there are some things that are true a part of the time, 
and not true the rest of the time. There are some 
things which are true only at a special time, for a 
special reason. For instance, in the first class, it is 
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always true that water will run down hill. No one 
would stop to argue that, because everybody knows it 
isso. Then again, it was once true that George Wash- 
ington was president of the United States. It is true 
now that he was, but it is not true that heis. It is 
true now that Mr. Wilson is president of the United 
States. It may not be true in ten years. So you see 
there are some things that are always true, and some. 
things that are true only at special times. 

There are some messages that God has sent to this 
world that are true all the time; some that are only 
true on special occasions for special purposes. 

Briefly we will notice a few of these. If you will 
turn over with me to the first chapters of Genesis, 
about the sixth, you will find there that one time the 
Lord appeared unto Noah, and the Spirit of the Lord told 
him that it would not always strive with men, that: 
men had degenerated, that his heart was set within 

him to do evil continuously. And Noah was given a 
message. He was told to go and preach to the people, 
and Peter tells us that Noah was a “preacher of 
righteousness.” 

The Lord marked out a particular term, one hundred 
and twenty years, during which time Noah was to 
preach to the world. In those times, men lived to be 
eight or nine hundred years of age, so that a hundred 
and twenty years was only about one-fourth or one- 
fifth of a natural lifetime. It would not be more than 
ten years in our time. And Noah went from city to 
city, from town to town, from village to village, from 
hamlet to hamlet, and preached that unless men for- 
sook their sins and turned to God, they would be 
destroyed by a flood of waters that was going to come 
upon the earth. You know the story. Very few of 
the people believed him. A few people accepted his 
message. I suppose that after he had been preaching 
it for a matter of one hundred years, a whole lot of 
people would say to him, as they would do in these 
days, “Look here, Noah, you have been at this thing 
for years, and years, and years. Why, I heard 
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you preach this thing a hundred years ago. Now, 
for pity’s sake, Noah, have it rain, or else quit.’ Don’t 
you know that science is dead against you.” And 
right here, beloved, let me say there is no record in 
the Word of God that there was ever any rain until 
the time of the flood. And for man to get up and 
tell the people, that out of yonder blue sky, water 
would come until all of the inhabitants of the earth 
would be drowned, was a little beyond their compre- 
hension. They could hardly believe that such a thing 
could be, and so they would say, “Noah, science is 
dead against you. Don’t you know there is not 
enough water in the whole business here to cover the 
top of old Mount Ararat, over yonder?” 

But, beloved, the time came when the rain began to 
come down, and then they realized that what Noah 
had preached was true, and the message that he gave 
them was a message of life or death to them. 

What Noah preached at that time was present 
truth to that generation. It-would not fit any- 
body else. Supposing somebody would come around 
now and walk through the streets of Battle Creek, 
crying, “Woe, woe, all ye inhabitants of Battle Creek. 
Seek God, confess your sins, because if you do not, in 
a little while it will rain from heaven, and the whole 
earth will be destroyed by a flood.” Do you think 
people would believe that? They would say, “Look 
here, we know better than that. Didn’t God hang 
that rainbow in the heaven as an eternal promise, as a 
pledge, that the earth would never again be destroyed 
by water? Don’t preach that here in Battle Creek. 
It might have done away back there in Noah’s time, 
but it won’t work now.” So you see, it was a truth 
that fitted them, but it won’t fit any other period in 
this world’s history. It was present truth to them It 
meant life or death to them at that time. 

Now we come down the stream of time to the ex- 
perience of Moses. You remember about Moses. He 
had been brought up in the court of Pharaoh, and 
advanced until he was the head of Egypt. A little 
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before that time that cruel decree went forth that all 
the male children of the Israelites must be put to 
death. In the providence of God, Moses’ mother had 
hid him away, and afterwards was hired as his nurse. 
And when he came to manhood, as he looked and saw 
the oppression of his people, he seemed to feel that it 
~ was given to him to deliver them from their bondage. 
He thought the time was ripe when Israel must be 
delivered, and he thought that God had given that 
work into his hands to do. You remember that one 
time he went down, and saw an Israelite and an 
Egyptian struggling together. He stept in and slew 
the Egyptian. He thought he had made a good start 
now; that just as soon as the Israelites got the word 
that Moses, the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, had taken 
their side, they would all rise up en masse, and he 
would lead them through to victory. And while he 
was waiting for the news to spread down there in the 
land of Goshen, he went down again, and this time 
he saw two Israelites fighting. He said to them, 
“Ye are brethren. You should not strive.” Then one 
of them said, “It is none of your business. Are you 
going to kill me, as you did the Egyptian yesterday ?” 
And immeditely all the courage fled from Moses’ heart, 
and away he went, that mighty general of Egypt, flee- 
ing for his life, and didn’t stop until he got over into the 
land of Midian. Then he went to tending sheep—a 
great job for a general of an army! And he tended 
sheep for forty years. And one day, out there alone, 
with just those sheep he looked over and saw a bush 
burning. So he walked over, and as he drew near, 
there was something very peculiar about that fire. He 
had never seen anything like it before. And as he 
came up closer, there came a voice from that burning 
bush, saying, “Moses, draw not nigh hither. Take off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where thou 
standest is holy ground.” Then when Moses had 
taken off his shoes, and prostrated himself, the word 
came, “I am the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, I 
have heard the cry of my people down there in Egypt. 
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Come now, therefore, Moses. I am going to send you 
to deliver my people from the oppression of the Phara- 
ohs. I am going to deliver them from Egypt to a 
good land and a large one, to a land flowing with milk 
and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the © 
Jebusites—I will deliver them with a strong hand and 
an outstretched arm.” Then Moses said, “Oh, Lord, I 
can’t do that; I tried it once and failed. I thought I 
was called to do it; but I was not. Send someone else. 
Anyway, I have forgotten the language, and I am no 
talker.” And the Lord answered him, “Yes, I know 
you tried to run it back there, and you failed, but I am 
running it this time.” And Moses did as he was com- 
manded. He gave God’s message and Pharaoh laughed 
at him. But God said that He was going to bring 
Israel out, and Israel came out. Oh, yes, they opposed, 
but when Pharaoh began to fight, he found that he 
was in bigger business than he had ever been in be- 
fore. But Israel came out. 

Now, why didn’t they come out when Moses tried it ? 
I will tell you—Because Moses was forty years ahead 
of God’s time. It was not time yet, and when a man 
takes a message, even though that message is of 
God, when he gets ahead of God’s time, he will make a 
failure of it, just as truly as though he were behind 
God’s time. God’s message comes exactly on time, 
and the message that Moses preached was a question 
of life or death. There were some of the Israelites, no 
doubt, who said, “I am not going out there in the 
wilderness, no home, no furniture, no shop, no any- 
thing. Think I am going out there? Not much!” 
And they stayed, and they fell. There were Egyptians 
who said, “I believe that this is of God, and I am go- 
ing too.” And they went out, and were saved. It is 
a question of life or death when God sends messages. 

We come down now quickly to the time of Jonah. 
You have all read the story, beginning with the first 
chapter, and the first verse. The word of the Lord 
came to Jonah and said, “Jonah, arise, go down and 
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preach to that great city, and tell them that they have 
just forty days to repent or Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
And Jonah thought it over, and said, “I don’t believe I 
will go. If I go down there, and preach that in forty 
days Nineveh shall be overthrown, and it should not 
be, then they would laugh at me.” 

And I tell you, beloved, many people whom God has 
‘ called to preach the truth, do not dare to, because 
they are afraid that somebody will laugh at them. 
Jonah said, “Well, I think that I had better get out of 
this. I am too near Nineveh anyhow.” So he took a 
boat, and thought he would sail for somewhere else. 
But the Lord had said, “Jonah, you go.” And when 
Jonah tried to run away from God and take that ship 
to Tarshish, God didn’t say, “Oh, well, I guess I will 
have to change my plans.” Oh no, he didn’t do that, 
but he went right after Janah, and it didn’t take him 
very long tocatch him. Some of you are trying to run 
away from God: look out, God can travel pretty fast. 
But you know the story. How the storm raged, and 
finally to save the whole outfit from going to the bot- 
tom of the sea, they threw Jonah overboard. He, 
himself, told them to do it, because he knew God had 
caught him. He realized then that it is hard work to 
get away when the Eternal God says a certain work 
must be done. 

And now some one says, “Do you believe that Jonah 
and the whale story?” Surely Ido. It says that God 
prepared a fish, and I believe it. And you remember 
that Jonah got down into the whale’s belly, and while 
he was there it says that the weeds were wrapped 
around his head, and he prayed to God. I tell you, 
friends, some of us have to go through the Jonah ex- 
perience before we know enough to turn to God. And 
when Jonah turned to God, and when he was willing 
to do as God said, then the whale threw him out on the 
land. And he went down to Nineveh, and he preached, 
“Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed,” and 
they believed his message. And the day was saved. 

But supposing some one should come along now and 
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preach that in forty days Nineveh shall be destroyed, 
would you fear? No, you would say, “Who~ cares? 
Let it be overthrown. There is nothing there but a 
few old ruins, and some wild beasts prowling around. 
There is not anything there to overthrow.” Ah, don’t 
you see, friends, that Jonah’s message, just the same as 
Moses’ message, just the same as Noah’s message, was 
applicable to a certain people at a special time. And 
it was life and death to them; present truth to that 
generation. 

Quickly, again, we now come down to John the Bap: 
tist’s day. Isaiah, the prophet, had said that before 
Jesus came there would be a voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” And 
John the Baptist came, and when they saw him, they 
said, “Art thou the Messiah?” “No, I am only the 
voice that Isaiah spoke of as crying, ‘prepare the way 
of the Lord, and there is one who cometh after me, 
the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to un- 
loose,’ ” and he preached the message that heralded 
Jesus’ coming. If he had preached it a hundred years 
before he did, he would have died, and the folks 
would have said, “Well, that man was not preaching - 
the truth.” And if he were to come along now and 
preach that, you would hear the people say, “You don’t 
need to preach that, my friend. You are nineteen 
centuries behind the times.” So you can see that the 
message that he preached was present truth to them. 
It was a /ife or death message. Those that accepted 
the Messiah found the gospel of life, of love, of eternal 
salvation. Those that refused it had to take the 
consequences. 

And now, friends, I ask you in all sincerity, if God 
would send a message back in Noah’s time, if he 
would send a special warning in Moses’ day, in Jonah’s 
time, if he would send forth a herald to tell men that 
Jesus was coming in the first advent, I ask you, is it at 
all preposterous to believe that God would send a 
special message ‘ust prior to the second advent of 
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Jesus Christ? Rev. 22:12 says, “Behold I come quick- 
ly, and my reward is with me to give to every man”— 
those of us right here tonight—‘“according as his works 
shall be.” Every man’s life to be placed in the 
balance! Every man, to meet his doings, and stand or 
fall eternally. It will be the most momentous event 
the world has ever known. I ask again, Is it at all 
preposterous to believe that He will send a message to 
get men ready for His second coming, when that sec- 
ond coming means eternal judgment? 

Well, says one, you might conclude that, but your con- 
clusions might possibly be wrong. So we will go back 
to the text. You will remember we had a text, though 

_we hadn’t spoken on it yet. We will read it again. 
“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in 
my holy mountain. Let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble, for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is 
nigh at hand.” What is that He says? “Blow ye the 
trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm in my holy moun- 
tain.” Notice, friends, where the trumpet is to be 
blown. He doesn’t say, go away off into the dark- 
est corners of heathendom and blow the trumpet 
there. No, he doesn’t say to go to some far off wild 
corners of the earth and there preach this message. 
He says, “Blow the trumpet in Zion,’—in the very 
church of the living God—blow the trumpet there— 
and “Sound an alarm in my holy mountain,”—among 
the very ones who claim to be His people, among 
those who profess His name. 

In Zion, blow the trumpet and sound an alarm. 
Why? “Because the day of the Lord cometh, and is 
nigh at hand.” Well, then, beloved, we don‘t have to 
go any further to prove that the Lord is going to send 
a message to His people, to Zicn, in His holy 
mountain, just before the second coming of Christ, 
when the day of the Lord is at hand. Mark what He 
says, “Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for 
the day of the Lord cometh, is nigh at hand.” 
“Sound an alarm.” No, beloved, God does not deal 
in false alarms. When you hear the clang of the 
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me 
gong, and look up the hill and see the fire engine 
coming down, and the horses on the full gallop, the 
steam up in the boiler, the hose cart running ahead, 
the extension ladder flying along, everybody getting 
out of the way, you say, “What’s the matter?” “Oh 
they are out exercising, getting a little fresh air.” 
“No,” you will say, “that isn’t so; there is a fire 
somewhere.” 

So when you hear an alarm, that means that there 
is something doing. Beloved, when God said, “Sound 
an alarm,” that means there is something to be 
alarmed at, and he says, “Let all of the inhabitants of 
the land tremble.” It looks very much as though 
people were not ready for Jesus’ coming. “The day 
of the Lord cometh. It is nigh at hand.” Do you 
_ know that Christ said to His disciples, “When you see 
these things come to pass, lift up your heads and 
rejoice, for your redemption is at hand.” There are . 
some people that won’t be having their knees knock 
together, trembling; they don’t need to be alarmed. 
Isaiah tells us about them. There will be a people in 
that day that will say, “Lo, this is our God. We have 
waited for him. He will save us. This is the Lord. 
We have waited for him. We will be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation.” These won’t be trembling. No, no. 
But the Lord says, “Blow the trumpet. Sound an 
alarm: Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble.” 
The only logical conclusion that we can come to, 
beloved, is that the great mass of the people are not 
ready. And so the Lord says, “Blow the trumpet. 
Wake them up, and help them to get ready for the 
day of the Lord.” 

And if you will turn with me back to Isaiah, in the 
fifty-eighth chapter, we have there a very definite 
statement concerning what this message of God to get 
ready is. In the first verse of the fifty-eighth 
chapter: “Cry aloud. Spare not. Lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, show my people their transgression 
and the house of Jacob their sins.” Notice that. 
Almost the same words that Joel uses. That sounds 
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very much as though the message would hurt some- 
body when he says, “Spare not.” Some preacher 
sometimes comes with a message that somebody does 
not like, and they say, “I will not hear him any more. 
He is too fresh. Every time I go to that church, that 
preacher says something to hit me.” Well, that is 
what you go to church for, to get the rough corners 
knocked off, and if you do not want to get the rough 
corners knocked off, then stay abed. 

The Lord says, “Show my people their trans- 
gression.” That seems to indicate that they haven’t 
seen it before. I would not say to you friends, “I 
want to show you that there is a pulpit here.” You 
would all say, “You don’t need to do that; we can all 
see it.” But I might pull out my pocket-knife and say 
to you, “I would like to have you look at this.” There 
is something the matter with the people then, and the 
Lord says that there is something that they haven’t 
understood—“Show them their transgression.” He 
doesn’t say, either, to show the heathen in old India, 
or to tell the Mohammedans. No, that is not it. “My 
people,’,—show them their transgression, some 
particular transgression. “And the house of Jacob 
their sins.” 

Now, I am going to take the position that He is 
talking about breaking the Sabbath, for they are 
trampling God’s Sabbath under foot. That is the 
transgression He is talking about. 

“Yet they seek me daily, and they delight to know 
my way, as a nation that did righteousness, and for- 
sook not the ordinances of their God. They asked of 
me the ordinances of justice, they take delight in 
approaching to God.” 

You see they are good honest souls, who want to 
do right ; they are sincere people, seeking God daily to 
know His ways, praying to God, just as though they 
were not breaking His ordinances; just as though 
they were not trampling His commandments under 
foot,—“As a nation that did righteousness and forsook 
not the ordinance of their God.” The Lord says, 


90 THE SABBATH A SIGN OF GOD’S POWER © 
Show them where they are wrong. Says one, “How 
do you know that it is the Sabbath he is talking 
about?” 

Because He says so. Coming down fare to the 
twelfth verse, He tells us: 

“And they that shall be of thee shall puild. the old 
waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of 
many generations; and thou shalt be called, the 
repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell 
in.” There has been a break made somewhere; the 
people have departed from God’s way. And He says 
there will be some of you that will cry aloud, and 
show His people their transgression, and these will be 
called “the repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths 
to dwell in.” If what? “If thou turn away thy foot 
from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my 
holy day : and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honorable; and shall honor Him, not doing 
thine own ways, not finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord: and I will cause thee to ride upon 
the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it.” 

What is he talking about, anyway? Is he not 
talking about people who are breaking the Sabbath ? 
He says, my people have got their foot on the Sabbath. 
Tell them to call the Sabbath of the Lord holy, and 
honorable, and then he says, “If you do that, I will 
call you ‘the repairer of the breach,’ ‘the restorer of 
paths to dwell in.’” 

Beloved, that word is now going forth before Jesus 
comes. The present blowing of the trumpets in Jeru- 
salem, and the sounding of alarm, is a call for people 
to quit breaking God’s Sabbath. God says “Before the 
day of the Lord comes, this message must go.” 

And, beloved, that is the work of Seventh-day 
Adventists—to carry this message. 

People say to me, “You Adventists are everlastingly 
talking about the Sabbath. Why don’t you get on to 
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some other strain? It is because God has told me to 
stick to that subject. When I am commissioned of 
God to carry the message I have just one thing to do, 
and that is to carry it, else I might have to go down 
through the whale’s belly experience. Something of 
that kind will befall those who try to dodge God’s 
commission. 

But there are altogether too many who do not hear 
God’s word. Let me turn over and read a little from 
the book of Ezekiel, which tells us who oppose God’s 
message. I have shown you what the message is. I 
have told you who must carry it. Let me tell you 
who oppose it. Ezekiel 22: 23. “And the word of 
the Lord came unto me saying, Son of man, say unto 
her, Thou art the lanp that is not cleansed, nor rained 
upon in the day of indignation.” Notice the time— 
the time of the Lord’s indignation. What is going on? 

“There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst 
thereof, like a roaring lion raving the prey; they have 
devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and 
precious things; they have made her many widows in 
the midst thereof.” I will not dwell on that text now, 
but I will go far enough out of my way to say, that 
when a man is called of God to preach the gospel and 
has all the chance in the world to do it, and then he 
gets another call of $3,000 a year more, and he leaves 
souls perishing—while he goes to accept another call 
at $5,000 a year—it looks as though he were after the 
treasure and precious things. And when preachers 
make th preaching of the gospel a financial matter, it 
is pretty nearly time for a halt to be called. 

“Her priests have violated my law, and have 
profaned mine holy things: they have put no 
difference between the holy and profane, neither have 
they shewed difference between the unclean and the 
clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and 
I am profaned among them.” 

Now, is not that a terrible thing? That the priests 
that are called to labor for God’s people, and to lift 
them up to eternal truth—is not that a terrible charge, 
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when He says they have violated His law? He says 
that they have shown no difference between the holy 
and the profane, and in that he is talking about the 
Sabbath. How do you know? Well, he says so. 
Now listen. 

“They have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I 
am profaned among them.” 

The priests have violated the law: they put no 
difference between the holy and profane. They have 
said that any day will do, one day out of seven, it 
makes no difference; one day is just as good as 
another. That is what God says they do. 

That is notall. Listen again: 

“And her prophets have daubed them with untem- 
pered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto 
them, saying, Thus saith the Lord God, when the Lord 
hath not spoken.” 

What is it that the prophets and priests have done? 
They have daubed them up with untempered mortar. 
Something had a break in it. What was-it? 

“They have violated my law, and have daubed it up 
with untempered mortar.” 

Some of you know what untempered mortar is? 
Mortar that will not stick, mortar that has lost its life. 
The Lord says in substance, “They have first violated 
my law, then they hid their eyes from my sabbaths, 
saying there is no difference between the holy and the 
profane and they put something in there that will not 
stick, and they say, Thus saith the Lord, and the Lord 
says that He has not spoken.” And I want to tell you 
that when any man, be he minister, priest or prophet, 
it makes no difference who he is, tries to put into that 
fourth commandment a day that God has not blessed, 
he is daubing something in there that will not stick. 
And if he does so, God says that it is untempered 
mortar. He says that it is divining lies. 

Go again to that book of prophecy, that prophecy 
that brings us down to the last days, Malachi. I read 
in the second chapter of Malachi, seventh verse: “For 
the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they 
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should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts.” 

What should ministers be preaching? The law. 
Why? Solomon tells us, “Let us hear the conclusion 
of the whole matter? Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God will bring every work into judgment with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil.” Yes, “Blessed are they that do His 
commandments, for they shall have right to the tree 
of life and enter into the gates of the city.” “This is 
the love of God, that we keep His commandments, and 
His commandments are not grevious.” And “if ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” “If any man 
saith I know Him, and keepeth not the command- 
ments, he is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

So the Lord says the priests should keep knowledge, 
so that the people could get the law from them. 
Because by that law men must stand or fall eternally. 
And why ask the preacher? Because he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts. That is his business. 
That is what God called him for. 

“But ye are departed out of the way. Ye have 
caused many to stumble at the law.” 

How many teachers we find who say, Oh, you don’t 
need to keep that old Jewish law. You don’t need to 
bother with that old yoke of bondage; that old Jewish 
Sabbath ; and God says “But ye are departed out of 
the way. Ye have caused many to stumble at the 
law. Ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith 
the Lord of hosts. Therefore have I also made thee 
contemptible and base before all the people, according 
as ye have not kept my ways but have been partial in 
the law.” 

Some of the law you have preached and said was all 
right. The first three commandments, they all 
preach, the last six, they all say, are all right. But 
you have been partial. You have taken one of the 
commandments out, and you have said it didn’t make 
any difference. You have been partial in the law. 


ie 
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What does God.-call upon his people to do at sucha 
time and under such a condition? Let me read 
Jeremiah 6: 16: 

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. 
But they said, We will not walk therein.” 

Yes, God pleads with the people to walk in the way 
of His truth; to walk in the path of His command- 
ments, but He says that the people say, “We won’t do 
its 

“Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to 
the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not 
hearken.” 

So it is that the Adventist ministers come around 
and say that God is calling upon you to tell the people 
that they must obey God’s law, because in a little 
while the Master is coming to weigh up men’s lives 
according to the commandments. And as they thus 
preach, there is the same answer. O, beloved, be not 
among those who answer, “We will not hearken.” 

“Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congrega- 
tion, what is among them.” This I read from Jere- 
miah 6: 18. 

“Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this 
people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they 
have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, 
but rejected it.” 

Is not that a terrible word to come from God about 
his people? And now turning over to the seventh 
chapter, fourth verse, I read again: 

“Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, are these. For if ye thoroughly amend your 
ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute 
judgment between a man and his neighbor; if ye 
oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow, and shed not the innocent blood in this place, 
neither walk after other gods to your hurt: then will 
I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I 
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gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. Behold ye 
trust in lying words, that can not profit.” 

That is a terrible thing, but how many people there 
are today who are trusting in lying words. They are 
not taking the plain truth of God. They are not 
studying to find out what God’s message to this 
generation is. They are not taking their feet off from 
trampling under foot the Lord’s Sabbath; they are do- 
ing their own ways; they are trusting in lying words. 

And if you turn with me to the book of Hosea, we 
read there the result of all this, in the tenth chapter, 
thirteenth verse: 

“Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped 
iniquity ; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: because thou 
didst trust in the way, in the multitude of thy mighty 
men.” 

Beloved, you and I can not trust in the mighty men. 
You and I can not take what this man or what that 
man says. You and I must go to God’s Word and 
find out for ourselves just exactly what eternal truth 
calls us to do, basing our practice on what God says 
He would have us do. God is sending a message to 
the world at this time; is telling the people to get 
ready for His coming, and to square their lives accord- 
ing to His law. He is telling us that we will have to 
make the record of our lives according to the blessed 
book. Oh, may God help us to take the message that 
He sends us. 

Now a final scripture or two and I am through. I 
read in another place, from God, “Come out of her, 
my people, that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

God is calling a people to come out and be separate. 
God is calling a people to come out and stand on the 
right side, irrespective of what the multitude of 
mighty men may say. He is calling them to come 
back and stand in the old paths, which is the good 
way, and walk therein, and He tells us, in the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation, as follows: 

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls 
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of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the Word of God, and which had not wor- 
shipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years.” my 


Oh, beloved, God’s message will bring victory to 
those who hear it and obey it. Come out and be ye 
separate. Then he says, 

“I saw thrones, and they sat upon them.” Who? 
Those that were beheaded for Jesus’ sake. They 
suffered martyrdom for the sake of the Word of God. 
Afterward they sat upon thrones. And who else? 
Those that would not take the mark of the beast, that 
would not receive his name, who would not bow 
down and worship—I saw them there too. 


Beloved, are you going to get the mark of God? In 
God’s time, in this day, in which He is sending out His 
special truth, will you accept His special message that 
means life or death just as much as Noah’s message ? 
Are you going to have the mark of God’s seal, the 
sign of His sanctification, and of His delivering power 
on you, or are you going to follow the way of the 
world, taking the easy way, the popular way, the 
downward way? Oh, may God help us to receive the 
message for today and straighten up, that we may be 
able to pass the most rigid test and say, “God, I have 
done the best I could to keep thy commandments. 
Now, Father, through Jesus’ power, through his blood, 
give me salvation.” May God help us that we may 
decide tonight that we will walk in the ways of God 
and keep His Commandments, and bye and bye with 
Him have a home in the eternal kingdom. 
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